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What's Coming Up: 
Janet Macunovich answers your growing concerns 
Issue #43, May 30, 2009 

 
Here you'll find: 
 
Path's mulch takes to downhill skiing, pp. 1-3 
Landscape fabric value is whole cloth, page 2 
Erosion control: Anti-gravity garden, pp. 3-5 
Love that vine? Make more of it! Pp. 5-6 
Evergreen tree tip of the year:  
 One is best.   Page 7 
As the wind blows, so the weeds go, pp. 8-9 
More mentors speak -- and crawl, pp. 9-10 
Deciding which pests to control, page 10 
Doublefile at 45 mph, pp. 10-11 
Old spireas and new gardeners garner  
 grins and grow-ans, page 12 
Who's Janet? How do I contact her? Where do I catch her in-person or buy her CD? Pp. 13-14 
 

Why lay the path across the grade rather than straight up and down? 

See Page 4             Photos ©2009 Steven Nikkila 
 

This sloping garden path's slipping away 
 
I'm brand-new so I apologize if this has already been 
addressed. I've laid landscape cloth on a  
path that is on a slope, then added wood chips two 
years ago. A couple of big rains and the mulch 
washed off the landscape cloth. Any suggestions 
before I tackle this again? - A. - 
 
If you must mulch a sloping path, A, better to use a 
finely ground mulch instead of chunks of bark or 
wood. Mulch that's in tiny pieces decomposes more 
quickly and in the process fungal threads fuse them 
into a mat. It protects the ground from the erosive 
impact of raindrops that would dislodge soil 
particles and carry them downhill. Mulch may 
absorb the water, too, capturing it before it can 
begin to run. 
 
As for fabric, don't use it. (See "Because you're 
new".) Modify and re-cover the path but leave the 
fabric out of the picture. 
 

When you've raked the remaining mulch off that path (you can use it elsewhere, such as in a 
shrub bed), take some action to reduce the erosion. Before you re-cover that path with mulch, 
you might use one or more tactics from my list (page 3). 
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Because you're new... 
 
...and this is your first letter to me, I've sent you copies of my past articles about landscape 
fabric. The gist of my message is that fabric's a mistake almost everywhere in the landscape and 
particularly problematic on a slope where its primary effect is to act as a slipway. 
 
For others... 
 
Buy my CD. It has more than 1,300 of my articles in six books. Use its A-Z index and you'd be 
able to click right to landscape fabric issues on: 
Page 126, volume 1 of my Q&A encyclopedia, Asking About Asters  
Pages 282 and 327 of volume 2, Bunches of Bushes 
Page 439 of volume 3, Clipping a Crabapple 
Page 43 of volume 4, Dividing the Daisies 
Page 49 of volume 5, Evergreen Entries 
And in volume 15, Outlooks on Oaks, read page 7 of What's Coming Up #5. 
 

 

Making good use of landscape fabric 
 
It's bad for soil quality and plants' roots and is more expensive than but no more effective than 
simple mulch. So why use it? Here are a few worthy uses. If you have others, let me know to 
add them. 
 
As a lining for rock-filled drains, to keep the rock from mixing with the soil as it sinks over 
time. 
 
Under a rock mulch. In a standard garden (as opposed to a rock garden), put landscape fabric 
down first. Then when you realize what a mistake it was to mulch with rock and go to remove 
it, you'll have some help from the fabric. Lift the fabric to roll 
and accumulate rocks into scoop-able piles. 
 
As a costume wrap: Swaddle a dwarf Alberta spruce and it can 
be a witch for Halloween. 

 
Even this gentle 

slope (left) can 

erode like the 
steeper one at 

right. Mulch and 

smart erosion 

control does 

more to prevent 

this than 

landscape fabric 

can..  

Photos ©2009 

Steven Nikkila 
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Erosion control: Defying gravity 
 
On paths and in hillside gardens, water and soil move down-slope. It happens whether the 
slope is steep or mild. To slow the erosion that steals soil from a bed and lets water carve a 
path into a gully, try these tactics (illustrated on pages 4 and 5): 
 
1) Groove the surface -- dig shallow trenches angling across the bed or path at intervals. These 

will catch water that's begun to run and direct it across the slope. Angle one groove to the 
right and the next to the left and they'll create a zig zag route for water, slowing its downhill 
progress so more of it soaks in. The grooves are like the series of ramps in a child's wooden 
maze toy that let a marble make its way slowly down a vertical chute. 

 
2) Re-route what's straight to make it a zig zag path. (Approach #1 on a larger scale.) Such 

tactics give us switch backs in mountain roads. Whoever follows this route covers more 
ground than someone cutting straight up-slope, but does so on grades that are less steep. 
Such a path also acts as one big zig-zag route for water. 

 
3) Secure lengths of rot-resistant wood across the slope  -- use sugar maple, juniper, arborvitae, 

hickory, yew or other hardwood. Just downhill of the branch, pound hardwood stakes into 
the ground to prevent the wood from rolling downhill. Wood that's 1- to 2-inches in diameter 
will do the trick but you can use larger limbs or even logs. If it's a path you're shoring up, use 
branches of a size that won't trip your path's users. Although this wood can offer toeholds to 
walkers its main function is to become diversionary dams for water and debris moving 
downslope. Groundcover plants can be planted on a dam's uphill side to become established 
as the wood rots. 

 
4) Install transverse collection basins in trenches that cross but are not quite perpendicular to 

the slope. Fill the trenches with rock. (On a path, use broken rock rather than rounded 
fieldstone which can be very slippery underfoot). Alternatively, fit each trench with a 
prefabricated catch basin. (At hardware and home construction stores where landscape drain 
pipe is sold). These trenches are parallel to each other and all empty into a drain which runs 
along one edge of the bed or one side of the path. 

 
5) Cut-and-fill to make a terrace (in a bed) or a landing (in a path) that is less steep, level or tilts 

slightly back up into the slope. These stop flowing water and let it soak in. In cut-and-fill you 
dig across a slope to create a level area and use the excavated soil to extend that level space. 
Then you create a retaining wall at the cut and below the leveled space. 

 
5) Install a gridded mat on the slope, anchoring it and then filling it with soil and plants (seed), 

rock or mulch. Such mats are "permeable soil stabilization systems" for heavily used paths, 
overflow parking and steep embankments. They go by many product names, one of which 
(Geo-grid) has become a generic term much like Band-aid has come to mean any adhesive 
bandage. Landscape supply companies carry or can order geo-grid materials. See one on 
page 7 of a Federal Highway Administration report by copying this URL to your browser:  

 www.efl.fhwa.dot.gov/files/technology/GRSM-Stabilized-Grass-Pulloffs-report.pdf 
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Paths and erosion: Plotting a way around "what is up must come down" 
 
A path that goes straight down a slope (below, left) becomes a gutter, even if the grade is a gentle one. Lay the path across the 

grade rather than straight up and down. 

 

 

A zig-zag path (below, right) takes longer to walk than a straight 

shot but is less steep all along the way and better for erosion 

control. Water runs more slowly over a greater distance and so 

may soak in along the way. Small-diameter hardwood branches 
pegged across the path can serve as diversionary dams to 

accumulate migrating mulch and soil while directing run-off 

water to either side. Since these can also be tripping hazards, use 

them only where users of the path can negotiate "speed bumps." 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Left: Cut and fill on the steepest part of this path created two 

low landings. Above these steps shallow trenches (arrows) are 

cut across the path to direct water to the sides. These grooves 

can be made in a zig-zag pattern to intercept water and shunt it 

along a slower, longer course. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Right: If a path must run straight down a hill, a set of parallel 

collection drains might be dug across but not quite 

perpendicular to the slope. The drains can empty into a rock-

filled trench along one side of the path. The outflow of such a 
trench might become a bog garden at the foot of the hill. 
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Paths and erosion: Cut and Fill 
 

To make planting terraces on a hill, or create steps or level 

landings on a sloping path: 

 

Cut into the slope at what will be the top (A) and bottom (B) of 

the terrace, step or landing. 

 

Accumulate the excavated soil just uphill of the lower cut (C). 
 

Make a retaining wall of wood, timber or cement block in the 

lower cut (D). 

 

Retain the uphill cut as necessary and tamp the excavated soil to 

fill behind the retaining wall (E). 

Grade the terrace or landing to slope back into the hill very 

slightly. (E)  

Water falling onto this surface (blue line) will slow and reverse, 

settling at the base of the upper cut (blue star). 

 

The finished landing (F) might sport moisture-loving plants at 
the moist base of a retaining wall. 

 

Regarding height of retaining walls: A six inch rise is a 

comfortable walking step. Taller risers are tiring to climb. Very 

low steps can be tripping hazards. Wheelbarrows can navigate a 

two- to three-inch step. 

 
 
 

Making more of that very fine vine: 
Cutting and layering 
 
Hey Janet, I brought in a Clerodendrum vine last 
fall. Thanks to 
your advice it wintered perfectly and I plan to 
do it again this year. 
 
And... I've found I'm so taken with this plant that 
I'd like to share it with others but I don't know  
how to propagate it and can't seem to find any info on-line.  
 
Can you help cuz I don't want to kill it in the process. 
Thanks! - Judy - 
 
 
Clerodendrum is a gorgeous* plant, Judy. If more people knew about it, it would be grown more. 
 
Fortunately, you can make more of it in the same way as for many other vines -- Clematis, 
Mandevilla, honeysuckle, variegated kiwi (Actinidia kolomikta) and climbing hydrangea, to name 
a few. That is, you can layer it or take a softwood cutting. 
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Layer that vine. 

 
• Do this right now, while new growth is still forming. This is when the plant is in the "mood" 

to sprout in any and all ways. 
When the growing tip of a layered branch is upright, it grows 

vigorously and produces lots of natural rooting hormones 

These move down and accumulate at the low point of that 

length of stem -- the buried layer. 
• Locate an older branch -- one that's brown 

.with bark, not all soft and green -- that you 
can clip loose from whatever it's hanging onto. 
Lay it on the soil. 

 
• Scrape some bark off the underside of that 

branch where it will touch the ground. If 
leaves are on that underside, tear them off. A 
scrape or tear causes a minor wound that 
stimulates tissue formation. 

 
• Then, bury that wounded segment. 
 
• Prop the tip of that branch so it stands "up." 
 
• Wait for roots. In late summer, check for roots 

growing from the buried stem. Once they 
appear, clip that rooted branch free from the 
mother plant and move it to a new spot. 

 

Or take a softwood cutting. 

 
• Cut in late spring or early summer while new tip growth is green but firm enough to snap. 
 
• Clip off a tip, just enough to have about 6 leaves. 
 
• Gently tear off the bottom two leaves. 
 
• Optional: Dip the wounded stem end into rooting hormone or water the cutting with 

willow-tip sun tea. This provides extra root-stimulating hormones. 
 
• Stick it -- insert that wounded base in moist sand or potting mix. 
 
• Keep the remaining leaves from wilting -- tent the cutting or mist it regularly. Put the 

cutting into good light but shield it from hot, midday sun. 
 
• Wait for roots. When the tip resumes growth, look for roots. It can happen in a few weeks. 

 
*Dang nab it, I forgot to ask Steven for a photo! And he has two glorious shots of Clerodendrum, too. I can see them in my 

mind's eye from long-ago trips to Edinburgh Royal Botanical Gardens and a Philadelphia Flower Show. Ah well. Instead, paste 

this URL to your browser to see why Judy wants more of this "bleeding heart vine": 

http://gcrec.ifas.ufl.edu/pcc/Gardens/Clerodendrum%20thomsoniae%20-%20Bleeding%20Heart.jpg 
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About that dominant tip: Why evergreen trees are best with just one trunk 
 
Hi Janet!  I have 4 new pine trees (2006-2007) 
along the south side of my house which we 
planted to provide privacy since we are on a 
corner. We don't want to restrict their growth but 
want to let them get tall. 
 
Two of the trees have developed multiple 
leaders which I think is rather pretty. The other 
two have developed double leaders which is quite 
unattractive. My questions are these: 
 
1. Is it a law that we have to remove all but one 
leader on the multiple leader trees? If so, how do 
we choose and when do we do it? 
 
2. We definitely want to remove one of the leaders 
on the double leader trees because they are just 
plain ugly. Again, how do we choose and when 
do we do it? -Betsy- 
 
This cluster of tips (above, right) is unnatural for a spruce. It may 

look cute while the tree's young but remove the extra leaders or keep that tree pruned to remain small or the leaders are likely 

to snap off when the tree is grown. Photo ©2009 Betsy Wilds 
 
There is no law against multiple leaders, Betsy an no 
concern if the tree's kept small. (In my head I hear a siren 
and gardeners murmuring, "Look out, it's the Landscape 
Police.") However, if you will let these trees become full 
size you should remove all but one leader or clip all but 
one leader short so the tallest will follow the natural 
course and become dominant. 
 
When to remove excess leaders? Any time. 
 
How to choose the right leader? Pick the one that seems 
tallest and strongest. Don't be concerned about how it 
looks just now. It will  be a tree trunk and who will 
remember that it was an ugly duckling back in the day? 
 
The tip top of an evergreen tree (pines, firs, hemlocks and spruces) normally 

grows most strongly, staying above its fellow limbs, so the tree remains 

pyramidal in shape. If injury, pest or pruning nips that dominant tip, two or 

more side branches can begin growing as equal "leaders." Unless one 

becomes taller than the rest and establishes dominance, multiple trunks 

remain.As a large tree, it becomes a hazard. Co-dominant trunks all increase 

in girth and at the point where they join they push outward on the others. This 
internal pressure added to the weight of snow or strain of wind can make 

these two leaders snap like a chicken wishbone. Photo ©2009 Steven Nikkila 
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FLASHBACK to the lost Forum: Windbreak as weed-break 
 
Some of you in this network had the fun of using the Gardeners' Forum I established for my 
gardening school and administered with help from the school's other instructors from 1998 to 
2008. 
 
Here's something from that forum, posted at just about this time one spring. J. posed the 
question. Then Martha Ferguson ("Common Problems" specialist and writer), Margaret Thele 
(horticulturist and my co-host on radio from 1995-1997) and Corky Smith (a regular contributor 
to the forum) teamed up with me to answer it. 
 
Q: The problem is that we are on the downwind side of a horse field and we get all its weeds! 
 
We've been using used carpet and pea gravel for a few years in a protected area of the yard, but 
got a lot of weeds in the gravel this year. It seems like we would get even more weeds in the 
wood chips as they break down, but we could also keep adding new wood chips to mulch the 
weeds. What do you think? -J. - 
 
Margaret Thele replied: 
I think your instinct is good, J. Weeds will get started anywhere they can get a toehold, but you 
can kill seedlings by mulching over top of them. So your idea to use a bark or wood mulch 
may be cleaner than the pea gravel. In gravel you could use a burn back herbicide or a systemic 
like Roundup, but then you have to deal with the "dead bodies" of the weeds! 
 
Martha Ferguson had a different view: 
Personal preference reigns in these decisions. I happen to like the nice clean look of gravel and 
find that over a period of time and traffic the paths get packed down. The more or less hard 
surface that evolves over time is easy to keep weed free and does not need to be replenished 
annually. Persistent weeds can be done in with boiling water, a wing weeder, or just a 
"mashed potato" dance step from a garden boot.  
 
I am persnickety about shredded mulch being tracked with shoes from paths to grass areas or to 
patio or other surfaces where it doesn't belong. Like I said, persnickety. 
 
Corky Smth added: 
Personal preference reigns: mulch!  
 
I personally like the more restful look of the dark brown mulch. But maybe the fact that I am 
an incorrigible barefoot-er has something to do with it as well. As a child, I could have walked 
across that gravel since I shucked off my shoes the last day of school and only donned them 
again in the fall. But now, of course, shoes are mandatory since I spend the majority of my 
outside time gardening, and I've become a tenderfoot. 
 
Another option would be wood chips. We have these over much of our lakeside property since 
an expanse of grass is not environmentally sound (too much fertilizer load on the water: we 
don't use Phosphorus at all.). The chips get packed in much like Martha described the gravel 
doing, and I have very little problem with weeds getting started there. I don't have a huge weed 
problem anyway, but I do have sweet woodruff just upwind. It seeds freely, but doesn't seem to 
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get a toehold in the chips, preferring the exposed soil. (Btw, chips aren't particularly easy on 
bare feet either!) 
 
Janet took a different angle: 
On another tack - start a hedge to block the wind blowing from that horse field. Hedges are one 
of the essential blocks to windborne seeds. The height of hedge determines length of downwind 
area protected -- the most protected area is within a space three times the height of the hedge. 
Some protection is realized even at a downwind distance 15 times the height of the hedge. Old 
fashioned snowmound spirea is a great, dense hedge, 8' x 8' blocking wind for 24 feet or more. 
 
 
What fun it was! One day I will establish such a forum again where you can post your 
questions, others can answer along with me, everyone can search for and read topics of their 
choice, and specialists I recommend oversee the "conversations" in each area to make sure that 
all the facts are correct. Until then, please email or call me with your questions and I will 
answer them here or individually, and bring in our specialists as I can. 

 
Let us be grateful to people who make us happy, they are the charming 

gardeners who make our souls blossom.  
- Marcel Proust - 

 

Alone in the Garden? Never! Our mentors will always 
be with us: 

 
Most of us had a parent, neighbor or other veteran gardener to 
guide us through our first attempts to grow. The gardening advice 
they gave us may include facts that took many years to develop 
and generations to confirm and tweak. Think how may observant 
eyes, growing seasons and trials went into this line about the right 
time to put a given seed into the ground: "When elm leaves are big 
as a shilling, plant kidney beans if you are willing"? 
 
One special day in the garden at 21-month-old Matthew's level was all it took for 

Grandma Deb Green to know that a lifetime of keeping a varied, fun, "storied" garden 

has been worth it. Keep on crawling, Deb, I bet you'll still be at it and passing on your 

garden lore to great grandkids! Photo ©2009 Claire Cabrera 

 
Is there such wisdom in your hands now? Want to pay public 

homage to all those generations of effort? Tell me about it. 
Here's one a reader submitted. Send yours -- I'll pass along all I can. 
 

A swarm of bees in May is worth a load of hay. 
A swarm of bees in June is worth a silver spoon. 

A swarm of bees in July is not worth a fly. 
 
(There was no credit given on the website, Janet. But it has to be 
from the old farming days! - Linda Eastman -) 
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This week in Janet's garden 
Grow with me! This week I will: 
 
Decide. For a dozen or more plants or situations, I'll be deciding  
whether to intercede in a pest-y situation or let the plant handle it on its own. In most cases, 
pests (insects and diseases) do not kill their hosts, only disfigure them for a time. 
 
Although it's difficult to allow a plant I know can be beautiful, to have a shabby year, it's often 
well worth it because with every uninhibited build-up of a native pest, native predators increase 
and plant internal defenses are triggered to fend off future attacks. 
 
So one factor that figures in my decision is whether a pest is native to the area or not. It's not as 
much fun to research pests as it is to enjoy flowers, but the Internet makes it so much simpler 
than in the past that I do smile as I do it. Google the plant scientific name and the symptoms 
you see, for instance, "Rosa flowerbuds bored into" or "Rosa flower buds eaten." Then select 
results that have a URL with an "edu" or "gov" in them to read Extension, USDA and forestry 
bulletins full of great information. 
 
********************** 
And that's enough. Every garden may have only two or three real problems per year -- this is as 
true for big public gardens as for a residence. As a professional who goes regularly in and out of 
a dozen yards, I often deal with more. 
 

 
 
 

The 45mph garden 
 
You can put a gardener behind the wheel but you can't take the flowers out of his eyes. Look at 
what's catching driver's eyes and raising questions this week. 
 
Doublefile viburnums (V. plicatum tomentosum) are providing the perfect example of how 
plants in a garden can pick each other up, if we just keep our eyes open for it. Every year some 
plants lose ground to their pests, weather, accidents or all three. Yet for each struggling species 
in a garden there are a dozen or more that put on their normal good show and defy all potential 
trouble. Also, each year some shine like novas, making up for their dimmer years. 
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This year in my area, 

doublefile viburnum is 

in my third group, the 

novas. People are 

asking, "What is that 

gorgeous thing?!" 
These shrubs people are 

noticing now in the 

form that earned them 

the name "wedding 

cake shrub" are the 

same ones we've driven 

or walked by for years 

and never noticed 

because winter so often 

killed them back.  

Meanwhile, this winter 

that doublefiles seem to 
have thrived upon, did 

something to injure old, 

well-established, native 

hackberry trees. Those 

trees are leafing out late 

and sparse and making 

their gardeners worry. Photo ©2009 Steven Nikkila 

 

Most of the plants that take their occasional turn at trouble can weather their own problems. 
Some of the fussing and tweaking a gardener does to try to fix such situations can even be 
harmful. Such is the case with trees which are deprived of whole limbs by gardeners who lose 
their wits over a tent caterpillars or sawflies. They prune off affected branches rather than 
simply remove the tent in the evening when all the caterpillars gather in it. They clip sawfly-
chewed pine branches that could have grown out of it, rather than using a hard stream of water 
or a soap solution to knock the sawflies off every few days. 
 
Might you be focusing on a sawfly, hovering over a hackberry or over-reacting to the likes of 
tent caterpillar? If so, give yourself a shake and a break. Take in the wonder of the untroubled 
plants in your garden before the spring glory fades. 
 
 

Spring, the season of excess... and don't we love it? 
 
Oh how I love reading the mail, and feeling like I'm not alone in my obsessions: 
 
 
"...we planted a kousa dogwood in the back, a hinoki 
falsecypress (front yard, to complement the tupelo) 
and stuck a lot of other crap in the ground, stuff we 
absolutely neither need nor have room for. It will, as 
usual, be survival of the fittest at my place this 
summer..." - B.C. - 
 

...Then we got a truck load of rocks (and his heart 
specialist asked if he got exercise), and placed them on 
Monday. Tuesday was Compost Day and that was 2 
pick up trucks full. My chiropractor asked if I had a 
death wish...ha ha... Anyway, we have some touch up 
work out front, but for the most part we are done...God 
willing." - Peg - 
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Wrap-up with Grins and Grow-ans that turn our green thumbs up or down 
 
Grins: To old fashioned snowmound spiraea (S. x vanhouttei) for its many fine qualities: Lush 
bloom; ability to grow well and evenly as a hedge that crosses from sun to shade; dense 
twigginess that makes a great screen even when leafless in winter; to-the-ground fullness that 
affords such cover to songbirds that these shrubs literally sing all summer and never need 
fertilizing for all the bird droppings beneath. 

 
Photo ©2009 Steven 

Nikkila 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grow-ans: To "new" gardeners. No, I don't mean inexperience, I 
mean gardeners who just buy new and buy new and buy new 
because they so love to acquire more. Some gardeners can splurge 
on new things and also love what they have. Those I address today 
see mainly the hype and garden center glory of a plant and pack 
their gardens so tightly that all "old" plants are too crowded to ever 
show their true colors. "New" gardeners need a lean year now and 
then when they cannot buy. In that year they may open their eyes, 
enjoy the established plants and learn the joy of tending what 
they have. 
 
 

Solve the mystery, win a CD! 
 
"Take me to your leader," said the aliens...  
                                                                 (Photo, right ©2009 Steven Nikkila) 
No, they're actually part of a shrub. Tell me which shrub. I'll draw 
from the correct answers to give away one of my 6-book CD's. 
(Update for the archives: Answer and CD details are on page 14.) 
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Who's Janet? 
 
"A woman who gets a lot of mileage out of a garden" is how Janet Macunovich was once 
described by the owner of a garden she maintains through her business, Perennial Favorites. 
"You design and plant it, Janet. I enjoy it and then you come here and look where I do but see so 
much more!" She explained. "I love hearing your stories about the plants and it's fascinating to 
hear why something is growing a certain way or having trouble." Janet brings the same depth 
and enthusiasm to books and articles she writes, classes she teaches and practical how-to 
materials she develops. Email questions to her at JMaxGarden@aol.com. 
 
 

Where to catch Janet in-person: 
 
Saturday and Sunday, May 30-31, 11 a.m. Great Bedfellows. At Specialty Growers Spring 
Open House, 4330 Golf Club Drive, east of Latson and north of Grand River midway between 
Brighton and Howell, Michigan. This is Janet's crash course on finding the perfect mates for 
perennials you're growing or thinking to add to your gardens. Learn what goes with what and 
why. All the critical characteristics are covered: Complementary physical features, compatible 
energy levels, similar cultural needs! $5.  
 
I'll stay after my talk until 3:00 p.m. each day to answer questions, so bring your garden 
designs for review and suggestions. 
 
Call Specialty Growers at 517-546-7742 or visit ww.specialtygrowers.net for more details. 
 
Saturday, June 6, 8:00 a.m. to noon, "Garden by Janet - Bring Your Gloves and Tools!" At the 
Detroit Zoo, Woodward Avenue at I-696. Your chance to volunteer at the zoo in exchange for 
Janet's hands-on instruction in garden maintenance (on this day we'll be grafting a living arbor, 
pruning, designing, planting annuals, weeding, mulching, scouting for pests, smothering a new 
garden area, eradicating garlic mustard and more). To join in, send me an email or call me -- put 
the words "I'll volunteer at the Zoo with Janet" in your email subject line or phone message, and 
include a phone number where I can reach you. 
 

About attending the Garden by Janet session: 
 
We gardeners are let-me-see, hands-on people and that's how we learn best. In these sessions, I 
offer you that kind of chance to grow. You can visit me where I'm working and you can either 
watch or work with me side by side. I hope you'll bring your gloves and join in so you realize 
the most value for the time. 
 
I've volunteered in the Detroit Zoo Adopt-A-Garden program for 20 years. During that time 
more than 100 people have worked with me, some for a day and others for years. We have fun, 
we learn, we accomplish much. The program requires that regular garden volunteers complete 
an interview and orientation process but you can try it for a time or two on a temporary pass as 
my student. If you'd like to join me June 6 at the Detroit Zoo, call or email me for instructions 
for getting to the zoo and meeting up with my group. 
 
Watch this space to join me in other non-profit gardening events and in gardens I design and 
tend. 
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312 Weeks of What's Up! 

All six of my Q&A books are now on one CD. • 
One index covers all six books. 
• 1,346 questions with in-depth answers 
• 240 illustrations 
• 1,200 pages 
• PDF files: Easy to read, search and store. 
 

Just $25.44 
(includes MI sales tax , shipping and handling; 
out-of-State orders $24.00) 
Send check payable to Janet Macunovich to 120 
Lorberta, Waterford, MI 48328-3041 

 
 

Puzzle from page 12: 'Take me to your leader' aliens? No, Fothergilla seed pods 

 
This mystery photo is a detail of the developing seedpods on dwarf fothergilla (F. gardenii). 
 
This shrub blooms with white, spicy scented wands in spring before the leaves develop. Foliage 
is very attractive green to blue-green that often turns a deep glowing orange in autumn. Usually 
about 5 feet tall, despite growers' claims to dwarfer status. Hey -- that's still shorter than it's 8-
10' cousin, Fothergilla major! Dwarf fothergilla seems determined to make up for its lack of 
height in width. It spreads by suckers if well sited in moist, well drained soil and part sun. 
 


