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Lenten roses (Helleborus x orientalis) are such a gorgeous part of
the early spring garden. This one is the cultivar* 'Golden Sunrise,'
growing in and generating lots of "Wow, what's that?" attention in
our Detroit Zoo gardens right now. It's from grower Walters
Gardens in Zeeland, Michigan. (It's a wholesale nursery, one of the
world's largest, which supplies this plant to retail garden centers all
over the country). This plant's catalog description reads, "Some are
solid yellow or have a red starburst center..."

*Cultivar. A variety name: cultivated variety.
That common-tongue word or words in single quotation marks
following a plant scientific name. A variety may be the result of a
natural cross, man's hybridization or natural mutation. It is not
given species or sub-species status because it has not won a
survival of the fittest evolutionary contest but continues to occur
because Man propagates, plants, and protects it.

Peak gardening season: Everything's busy but that's part of the fun
Your newsletter's helped me a lot with the landscaping I'm doing at my home. Will you quit
writing for a while now that it's the busy season for gardening? - D.M. We're glad to be of help, and glad that you're trying out the ideas and techniques we describe
here. Keep on letting us know what works, and what we might say differently. That will make
things clearer for the next reader in your position, and we'll keep learning, too.
As for taking a break from writing: Not us, and certainly not during the busy season. Now is
when everyone, ourselves included, have the most questions. How could we quit? We're
hopelessly addicted to tracking down answers and figuring out explanations of how-to and why!
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Some tulips last so long
you could almost
dust them off, and others
you can't trust over night.
- Constance Spry -

Cultivating a new computer:
Thank you!
Thank you very much for you
kind donations toward a new
computer.
When Janet's faithful old
desktop went down in an
electronic sizzle last June, we
started saving for a new one,
meanwhile making do with the
laptop. It's showing the wear.
When it faded out, came back
scrambled and took a full day to
restore two weeks ago we knew
we had to hurry the
replacement process. Your help
is making that possible
If you would like to contribute,
send a check payable to Janet
Macunovich to 120 Lorberta,
Waterford, MI 48328.
These tulips are surrounded by daffodils
and hyacinth, both toxic to mammals. Yet
deer can eat between the leaves!

Pondering new ways to
fool tulip-munchers
It is so aggravating to see our carefully planned, laboriously planted bulb displays ruined by
hungry deer and rabbits. Tulips seem to be prime targets and they're a big loss. We can replace
the early tulips with different, less palatable species but there is little that can take the place of
the bigger, later tulips in May.
We've been asked if tulips can be protected by mixing daffodils into the planting, since daffodils
are toxic to mammals. As reported in What's Coming Up #9, we haven't seen any evidence this
will work. To the contrary, we have seen animals pluck out what they want without even
disturbing the Narcissus leaf next door.
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Then, recently, we read in Ecology and Field Biology, (Robert Leo Smith, Harper & Row, 1990):
"Grazing by cattle on bentgrasses and fescue is reduced considerably in
the presence of buttercup (Ranunculus bulbosus) which contains a
powerful irritant of skin and mucous membranes. The presence of such
plants can cause the herbivore to fail to locate the palatable plants or to
neglect them along with the repellent plant."
Following this up in the American Medical Association Handbook of Poisonous and Injurious Plants
(Kenneth F. Lampe and Mary Ann McCann, AMA, 1985), we learn that not only R. bulbosus but
R. acris, the swamp buttercup have these effects on another mammal, Homo sapiens:
"...the sap... has a direct irritant and vesicant action on the skin and
mucous membranes (with symptoms) ...Intense pain and inflammation
of the mouth.... diarrhea... severe abdominal cramps... in severe cases,
convulsions... immediate irritant effects usually limit the quantity
ingested."
With those two items side by side we wonder if deer and rabbits are also susceptible to
Ranunculus sap, and whether we should move swamp buttercup into a bulb bed to see what
happens. Further, we wonder whether the creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens) has its cousins'
toxic properties. If so, there
may at long last be
justification for growing it
and putting up with its
take-over-the-world
tendency.
Any takers out there,
willing to give over an area
-- and maybe a whole
garden -- to creeping
buttercup to see if bulbs
planted within it are less
bothered by deer and
rabbits? Let us know!

The 45mph garden:
Oddly shorn shrubs
You can put a gardener behind the wheel but you can't keep her eyes off the landscape. Look at
what's catching driver's eyes and raising questions this week.
Are you noticing what looks like gardeners decided to give their shrubs the equivalent of a
shorn-sides, top-knot hair cut? Where you see this kind of low-level shearing, you should
definitely pay more attention to the road. Take care there to avoid colliding with a deer.
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We cry a lot in spring over deer browsed shrubs: Yew, holly, arborvitae, Euonymus,
Rhododendron, Hydrangea... The list goes on. Some such as yew (pictured on page 3), holly and
rhodie, can grow new foliage from bare wood. So if we protect them in the future with fencing
or repellents applied faithfully (see What's Coming Up #33, #80 and #81), they can fill in again.
We can't expect the same from an arborvitae (left).
This arb has enough foliage above browse level, to
support the leafless wood, so it will survive. What
it won't do is sprout new foliage from bare bones.
Trying to fill in for a lost screen by adding new
plants below those that were deer-browsed is
futile. Although that horizontal slice of the garden
is bare now, the ground level is fully occupied by
the accosted plant's roots and probably pretty well
shaded by its top. Planting there only stresses the
original plant further while providing inadequate
growing conditions for the newbie.
Better to accept the truth -- that we now live in deer
country. Time to begin replacing what they like to
eat with what they don't, such as boxwood,
juniper, bayberry, or barberry. (On our CD
collection Asking About Asters there are deerbrowse and deer-resistant lists in Clipping a
Crabapple, pages 404 - 406/ PDF pages 19-21. To
buy Asking About Asters see pages 20 - 21.)

Protect peonies now or don't be surprised
there are few blooms
Herbaceous peonies' flower buds are fully formed as the plant begins growth in spring, yet so
tiny that they are nearly invisible. They are very susceptible to frost. If your peonies are growing
where they're likely to be frosted, protect them on cold nights, putting a cloth over them that
drapes to the ground to hold the Earth's warmth around the plant. Such protection is most likely
to be necessary in a year when early warm spells advance plants' growth.
This peony flower bud was probably damaged by frost
when it was still a tiny spot on the tip of the emerging
shoot and you didn't realize it was there. Once damaged, it
becomes susceptible to the fungus called peony botrytis
and dies without opening. Prevent the damage by
protecting the peony on cold nights in early spring. It's also
important to clip off dead or discolored tissue any time you
see it on a peony, to prevent the spread of this fungus to
other buds, to leaves, stems and then to the roots where it
acts like a chronic wasting disease.

Once the stem tip is frosted, that stem's
bloom is probably gone. Clip that tip to
reduce to amount of dead tissue, which is
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ripe for Botrytis infection, that fungus that causes purple-brown splotches and streaks on leaves
and stems, and chronic wasting once it's in the roots. It's also a smart move to deadhead peonies
after bloom since Botrytis fungi can proliferate in dead flower petals.

Scrabbling in the garden, word play
We gardeners earn admiring murmurs when we display our garden's produce in vases and on
plates. Why don't we stir up a bit of that admiration by tossing a nifty horticultural term or two
on the table during the next Scrabble game? For instance:
Frondescence: frahn DESS ents; noun; foliation, the stage of plant life in which leaves are
expanding. I love Virginia bluebells best for their purple-blue frondescence.

Virginia bluebells, Mertensia virginica

Offscape: noun; the plants/features furthest from the central focus in a landscape. "What a
lovely garden, where even the offscape was beautifully tended."
Smurry: adjective; nastily damp, drizzily, foggy. "It's good to have a smurry day now and then in
spring, for the garden's sake but mostly to give my winter-weakened muscles a chance to recover
from my overambitious first days out."
Windfirm: adjective; able to stand in a strong wind, pertaining to plants or buildings. Don't stake
that sapling, if it sways when young it will grow into a big windfirm tree.
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This week in Janet's garden
Grow with me! This week I will:
Divide perennials that are crowded and
tired.
Also, prevent the whole garden from
becoming tired. We do that in two ways:
1) Feed the soil regularly by covering the
ground with a fine particle mulch. No
need to till it in -- the organisms in the
soil that break it down do the mixing,
working it gently between roots in ways
we never could. Just keep adding more as
it decomposes.
2) Add compost every time we plant or
dig and divide. If you lift out half a
wheelbarrow of daisies or daylilies, put
half a wheelbarrow of compost into that
spot before you re-plant. When you
figure how much to add, count every bit
of organic matter you lifted out,
including the foliage.
People often ask "How can I improve the
soil in a garden that's already
established?" The answer is to do these
same two things but use compost as
mulch and double the amount of compost
you add whenever you dig.
Never plant without a bucket of
compost at your side.
- Elsa Bakalar Sometimes I divide in spring, sometimes in fall, occasionally in summer or winter. I do it when I have the time and inclination!
Any season of the year, planting time is also compost time. On the day pictured above I removed two wheelbarrows full of
golden Marguerite and daylilies from the bed, so I put two wheelbarrows of compost in before I divided and re-set the plants.

**********************
Get out my magnifier and look for scale crawlers emerging on plants that were troubled by
these sucking insects last year. The time to look is as the leaves of the host plants unfurl.
Fletcher scale (on yew, on next page), Euonymus scale, oyster shell scale on lilac, and lecanium
scale on an assortment of plants from oak to cherry laid their eggs last fall before they died.
Those eggs have been well protected all winter under the shell their parent left stuck on the twig.
The shell-less crawlers emerge from the eggs and come out from under cover as their food source
begins to grow. That's the time they are most easily asphyxiated with a coating of oil, killed with
insecticidal soap or knocked off by a hard spray of plain water. A few forceful hosings can go a
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long way, knocking crawlers from the branches to the ground where hungry predators of many
kinds wait to devour such high-protein morsels.
Left: Fletcher scale infests
yew. The brown bumps on
this yew twig are the dead
shells of last season's adults.
This year's eggs are under
those shells, protected from
control. They are most
vulnerable when they first
emerge, still soft bodied. This
happens as the yew's new
growth begins.
Below, left: Magnolia scale
insects are on a different time
schedule than many other
scales. The adults are still
alive in spring and well
shielded from insecticides and
oil by the gray fuzz they
accumulated on their shells
last fall. They'll lay eggs later
this season, which won't
become vulnerable crawlers
until August. However, we
can do a magnolia a good turn
by giving its branches a
cleansing now and then during
spring and summer, using a
strong stream of clear water.
That can dislodge some adults
as well as clear unsightly
sooty mold from the bark.

**********************
Take shelter from but
be glad of
thunderstorms.
Nitrogen is a precious
resource, present in
the world mostly as a
gas but in that form
unavailable to plants.
Lightning fixes
nitrogen from the air, converting it to a form that can dissolve in water. So a thunderstorm's rain
brings soluble nitrogen to the ground and plants truly are greener after an electrical storm.
Non-gardener: Did I just hear thunder?
Gardener: I hear nitrogen!
- Kay Neff -

What's Up #88, Page 7
All text plus photos not credited otherwise, ©2010 Janet Macunovich & Steven Nikkila JMaxGarden@aol.com

**********************
Take staking lines off trees. Maybe such a thing was necessary last year at planting time
because the tree had an undersized root ball (shame on the grower and on we who would choose
to buy such a thing!), was on a steep slope or planted bare root into a windy spot with very loose
soil. Now, however, the plant's had time to root out and the only effects a staking line can have
are to prevent trunk expansion or the swaying of a tree that makes its cells stronger. Trees left
staked often snap off at the level of that line years
later because the upper portion of the plant could
sway in the wind and build tensile strength but the
lower portion never did.
Staking: Most of the time it's not necessary and does no good. what it
can do is harm the tree by preventing the trunk from building strength.

In a tree... anchoring roots... are most
developed opposite to the
prevailing winds ...and its strength is
related to the wind pressure which it must
needs withstand.
-D'Arcy Thomas in On Growth and Form, 1917 -

**********************
Wear a hat or choose my hairstyle based on the
thorniness of my woody charges of the day. I pruned
shrub roses last week to remove old wood and
shorten younger canes to keep the bushes a bit smaller
but still blooming well. Doing that work, I didn't wear
my customary braid.
Sometimes I can hear thorny plants like old roses,
firethorn, hawthorn or quince cackling as I come
close, saying "Ooooo, come here
with that braid! Let me hook into it
and hold you so tight someone will
have to come cut you loose!"
Believe it or not, at the time this photo was
taken my hair was in a pony tail. I've learned
the hard way that although I must keep my hair
out of my face as I work, looser attachments are
better around thorny plants -- or a hat. On this
hatless day, in the course of pruning a dozen
old roses I had to pull free from thorns so many
times that half my hair came out of the elastic
loop.

I did prevail, however. See one of
the pruned roses on page 9.
Gardening is no fashion show.
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These pictures show the same saltspray rose (Rosa rugosa), before and after less productive 5 year old canes are removed.
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The courageous gardener
In tribute to those who are cutting without fear.

Ruth Hart (above) took half the trunks out of her
serviceberry to eliminate crossing limbs, reduce the
overall height and give the remaining trunks room to
develop girth.
Hart says she came close to
losing heart because pruning
meant sacrificing the flowers
(right) that would have come
on the excised trunks. What
gave her the courage to go
on? Maybe the fact that she'd
already put off the pruning for
other reasons in other seasons
and in the meanwhile the tree
was becoming a utility line
issue. Or perhaps it was
because she'd met with Janet
to decide which trunks to
keep (note the red ribbons in
the before-pruning picture,
left). Saying "I'll do it" and
hearing that another gardener would do the same, can tip the scales.
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...more courage...
Kay Neff decided this winter that her
boxwoods, essential though they are as bones of
her garden, have gotten too big.
Right: Neff's first boxwood cut back, shorn first and then
thinned. It was as big as the boxwood in the background just
moments ago. It's cut shorter than Neff wants it to be after its
comeback. By cutting it shorter than the finished height she's
insuring that it will not look like a hollow ball but have lots of
foliage even in its center at the end of the growing season.

Janet (who has as much need to summon
courage to cut as the next guy!) cut back a
client's 'Winter Gem' boxwood hedge that had
grown just a bit too big and was hosting a few
too many boxwood leaf miner larvae (regarding
miner-infested leaves, see next page). The idea
was to reduce the height but leave the hedge
looking naturally rounded rather than shorn.
Judge the during/after photos below to decide if
she accomplished that.
Below, left: The boxwoods in the foreground have been clipped,
those in the background are still at original height.
Below, right and on page 11: Compare the size of the boxwoods

before and after the cut.
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Janet's technique is to reach in and find the
heaviest stems first (one such is indicated
by the red arrow in the photo below, left),
then cut those down well within the
finished outline. Then she clips the
remaining, thinner branches to shorten
them.
Below, right: Boxwood leaf miner larvae
are inside these boxwood leaves. Arrows
mark two of the pale, "mined" sections.
These insects were laid as eggs on leaves
last May or June, entered the leaf and
feasted on the inner layer all summer and
fall. They are still there now, almost ready
to chew their way out, emerge as tiny
orange-ish gnats and produce the next
round of miners. As the spring progresses,
the slightly discolored parts of the leaf
surface over the mined portions will die
and the plant will look much more brown.
By removing the leaves and destroying
them while the miners are still inside, we break the lifecycle -fewer adults will emerge and the next generation will be less
numerous.

Coincidentally this week: Ginny emailed to ask
what a cloud of tiny gnats might be that were
flying around her boxwood last week. It's
several weeks early for boxwood miner adults,
Ginny, but insects are like plants and time their emergence by accumulated heat. So if your
boxwood are in a place such as a courtyard where even more than the usual heat may build up,
boxwood miner adults could be what you're seeing. If so, we can hope a return to cold weather
killed them -- so goes an insect population, sometimes up, sometimes down!
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...more courage...
Judith Julian cuts her variegated willow: "We cut it down as short as possible every other
year. By the end of the season, it is 15' tall and wide and very full. If we don't cut it down,
it isn't as lush and full. Every time
we cut it back people think we
killed it. It has come back every
time for seven years now. I do the
same with my red twig dogwoods
when they get too big. They keep
coming back as well."
Variegated willow (Salix integra Hakuronishiki) Photos ©2010 Judith Julian

Salix integra 'Hakuro-nishiki'...
is best cut back in late winter to
encourage strong new growth in
spring and summer.
- Michael Dirr in Manual of Woody Landscape Plants

Green thumbs up to caring enough to pay attention to

the birds at the feeder. It's a small but delightful thing to
recognize that one goldfinch who aims to be king of the
yard, the lady redwing blackbird most impatient for us to
finish filling the hopper or the goofy cardinal who attacks
his own image in the window.

Green thumbs down to crying about moles in the lawn
or raccoons getting into things as if they're the worst
catastrophe ever. Try looking at it this way: At least your
moles are aerating your soil, bringing nutrients to the
surface from deep down, and are not nearly so destructive
of the surface as aardvarks. As for the raccoons, southeast
Asian gardeners who have to deal with monkeys in their
gardens would probably swap with us any day.

What's Up #88, Page 13
All text plus photos not credited otherwise, ©2010 Janet Macunovich & Steven Nikkila JMaxGarden@aol.com

Take a trip to a zoo in early spring. Not only are the gardens at their freshest but so are the animals, out and reveling after a
winter in relatively cramped quarters. We watched these aardvarks at the Detroit Zoo for a long time, amazed at their digging
prowess (count to ten and this sheep-sized creature can disappear totally below ground) but very glad we don't have to deal with
them in the tended landscape.

Who's Janet? Who's Steven?
An eternal student of gardening, Janet Macunovich embraces the perspective of Thomas
Jefferson (who said he was 'an old man but a young gardener') and philosopher-garden writer
Allen Lacy (who can 'spend an entire lifetime in one corner of one garden and still not know all
that's going on there'). She aims to keep studying gardening all her life, at universities' and
botanical gardens' courses, in books and at lectures, in hers and others' gardens. "It's such a
privilege to work in other peoples' gardens," says Macunovich, "where the same plants I grow in
my yard show me all the aspects they can take in different situations. Some years I work in 100
gardens and don't see the same thing twice. To observe, research and experiment in gardens,
then talk with, learn from and explain to others, that's better than gold."
An instructor who finds ways to reach every student. Horticultural photographer Steven
Nikkila earned his degree in Landscape Technology from Oakland Community College in 1989.
Since then he's helped thousands of people learn about photography, plants and gardens at
gardening conferences, professional plant societies' symposia, community education
organizations and botanical gardens. He also served as a senior instructor for The Michigan
School of Gardening from 1996 to 2008. "I think one of the most important things about both
teaching and photography is the angle you take. Everything has to make sense and be useful to
the particular audience. When a Boy Scout troop asked me to help them with tree I.D. and
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photography, I used essentially the same materials I'd put together for the Master Gardener
program and an Extension Educators' workshop. But it was a whole different class once I tailored
it for the Scouts' perspective."
Email questions to Janet or Steven at JMaxGarden@aol.com or call 248-681-7850.

Where to catch Janet, Steven and friends* in-person:
*See "Invite Janet or Steven" on page 19.
April 13: Janet's in Madison, WI at Olbrich
Botanical Gardens, to explain her process for
Getting a Garden Ready for Spring in ways that
will make the whole year more beautiful. $44 ($35
for OBG members). For more information, call
OBG at 608-246-4550 or copy this URL to your
browser bar to read about classes and download a
registration form:
olbrich.org/education/classes.cfm#workshops
Thursday, April 15, noon - 4:00 p.m. Garden by
Janet - Bring your gloves and tools!
We'll be pruning, dividing and weeding a in a
beautiful and diverse garden in West Bloomfield
Township, Michigan. Want to come watch and
learn, or learn by doing? Email or call Janet
(JMaxGarden@aol.com or 248-681-7850) to reserve
a spot and learn the location. Include your phone
number in any message so we can stay in close
touch in case of weather-related changes. This is a
limited-space workshop.

Garden Renovation series with Janet at
the Cox Arboretum, 6733 Springboro Pike,
Dayton, Ohio:
Monday, April 12, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Making a Four-season Landscape, how to
reap four seasons of interest from your
landscape. Choosing species and varieties
carefully is only part of the answer, along
with placing and maintaining plants and
other garden features. Design steps and
maintenance tips.
Monday, April 26, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Shade Gardens: Plant selection, design,
maintenance, being smart as you plant
among tree roots, and treating the soil in
ways to serve both new plantings and
established trees or shrubs.
For the series: $40. To register: 937-4349005 or copy this URL to your browser
http://bit.ly/bde6Zq

Saturday, April 17: Janet's in the center of
Michigan’s mitt in Mt. Pleasant as part of the
Spring Into Gardening conference hosted by the Isabella County Master Gardeners. Janet’s topics
are Perennials in the Landscape and Design Tips: Using Garden Art. $50. For more information
or to register copy this URL to your browser
isabellacounty.org/dept/msue/flyers/2010%20Brochure.pdf
Tuesday, April 20: Steven's in West Branch, MI at the Forward Conference Center. In this A
Garden Affair: Four Seasons of Gardening sponsored by the Ogemaw County Master Gardeners,
Steven’s part is to help you have Winter Interest in the Garden. $45 ($55 after April 1). For more
information contact Lora at freerl@msu.edu or 989-345-0692 or copy this URL to your browser
msue.msu.edu/portal/default.cfm?pageset_id=28398&page_id=117780&msue_portal_id=25643
Correction: April 20: The previous listing for Hartland, Michigan for this date was our calendar
error. Sorry!
Thursday, April 22, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m., Janet's in Gladwin, Michigan where Michigan's middle
finger meets the palm. It's time to celebrate Earth Day by explaining Garden Insights, that will
help you design and renovate gardens. At Gladwin High School, 1400 N. Spring Street. Free,
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courtesy of Gladwin Area Master Gardeners. For more information call the Gladwin County
MSU Extension at 989-426-7741 or 989-246-1450.
Saturday, April 24, 9:00 a.m. - noon, Garden by Janet - Featuring Steven! Bring your gloves and
tools. At the Detroit Zoo, Woodward Avenue at I-696. Your chance to volunteer at the zoo in
exchange for Steven's hands-on instruction in mulching, weeding,
pruning and wattle fence weaving (actually, Steven hands his coach's
cap at this session to fellow Adopt-a-Garden volunteer and gifted
weaver Phyllis Benner). Doubtless there will be time to shoot some
photos, too! To reserve a place in this limited-space session and learn
how to join Steven at the zoo, email mstgarden@yahoo.com by April
20 with the subject line "Help at the zoo."
The beauty of woodland wildflowers
is that they exist at all.

- Roger Swain Saturday, April 24,
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.,
Janet's guiding the current candidates for Macomb County Master
Gardener through Flower Gardening. This is everything that can be
crammed into a half day about designing, planting and tending a
flower garden! In the far northeast corner of the Detroit area at the
Macomb County Extension. Active Master Gardeners are welcome to
join this spring's students if they first contact the Macomb Master
Gardener Coordinator to reserve a seat.

Trillium luteum

Saturday, April 24, join Janet or Steven or both in Macomb, Michigan. At 2:00 p.m., Janet
describes quick and magical makeovers in Cheating in the Garden. At 3:00 p.m., look and learn
as Steven describes his favorite Trees and Shrubs for Small Spaces. At Ray Wiegand's Nursery,
Romeo Plank Road north of 21 Mile Road, in the far northeast part of the Detroit area. Free.
Sunday, April 25, 1:00 p.m. in Plymouth, Michigan: Janet helps the Plymouth Nursery staff
usher in the growing season. On Plymouth Road at Gotfredson Road midway between Detroit
and Ann Arbor. Janet's topic, Plants for Tough Places, is just one part of an all-day festival of
plants and learning. Free.
Monday, April 26 Janet's in Dayton, OH (see April 12 Renovation series on page 15).
Saturday, May 1: Janet's in Saginaw, Michigan at Abele Greenhouses to explain her strategy for
Eight Months of Color, Even in Small Spaces (10:00 a.m.) and Shade Gardening (1:00 p.m.). 3500
Wadsworth Road in the crook of the I-75 / I-675 elbow. $5 per session or $8 for both. To register
and for more information, call 989-752-5625.
Monday, May 10, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m., Garden by Janet - Bring your gloves and tools!. Spring work in
this garden in Wakefield, Massachusetts, 30 minutes north of Boston, includes training a young
wisteria and recalcitrant climbing hydrangea, dividing ornamental grasses, and continuing the
development of an alternative lawn. Want to come watch and learn, or learn by doing? Email or
call Janet (JMaxGarden@aol.com or 248-681-7850) to reserve a spot and learn the location. Include
your phone number in any message so we can stay in close touch in case of weather-related
changes. This is a limited-space workshop.
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Friday, May 14, 8:00 - 10:00 a.m., Garden by Janet - Bring your gloves and tools. At the Detroit
Zoo, Woodward Avenue at I-696. Your chance to volunteer at the zoo in exchange for hands-on
instruction in garden design, planning and problem diagnosis. To reserve a place in this limitedspace session and learn how to join Janet at the zoo, email JMaxGarden@aol.com by May 10 with
the subject line "Help at the zoo."
Saturday, May 15, 8:00 a.m. - noon, Garden by Janet - Featuring Steven! Bring your gloves and
tools. At the Detroit Zoo, Woodward Avenue at I-696. Your chance to volunteer at the zoo in
exchange for Steven's hands-on instruction in planting, mulching and trouble-shooting. Steven
always makes time to shoot some photos, too. To reserve a place in this limited-space session and
learn how to join Steven at the zoo, email mstgarden@yahoo.com by May 11 with the subject line
"Help at the zoo."
Saturday, May 15, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m., in Northville, Michigan, Janet helps Gardenviews store
celebrate its new "digs." Those are a new address (117 E. Main Street) plus new offerings -- the
unique, forged spades and forks that Janet's been using for decades and never before been able to
buy locally. Janet's topic for the day is Design Ideas: Favorite Before-Afters. This is a walk
through time as well as beautiful spaces to give you ideas, laughs, hopes and consolation in your
own gardening efforts Free, but call Gardenviews to reserve a seat, 248-380-8881.
For another reason to stop in at Gardenviews, see page 18.
Other dates and events coming up:
May 19: Janet's in Detroit, MI at the Indian Village Men's Garden Club meeting.
May 22: Janet's in Oak Park, MI at Four Seasons Garden Center along with Pam Palechek
May 29: Steven's in Oak Park, MI at Four Seasons Garden Center
June 2: Janet's in Birmingham, MI for a Garden By Janet workshop
June 5: Janet's at the Detroit Zoo, MI for a Garden by Janet workshop
June 26: Janet & Steven at Marquette, MI's annual Beautification Extravaganza
And even more, throughout summer. Details will be posted here soon. If you need information,
email JMaxGarden@aol.com.

About attending Garden by Janet sessions:
We're let-me-see, hands-on people. That's how we learn best. From time to time we can offer you
that kind of chance to grow -- you visit us where we're working. Generally, there is no charge
and we're in one of two kinds of locations:
1) At the gardens we tend through our business, Perennial Favorites: Our clients understand
our enthusiasm for teaching and some open their gardens to small groups for "how to" sessions.
When the work we're scheduled to do may be of interest to you, we invite you in.
2) In the Detroit Zoo, Adopt-A-Garden program where we're 22-year veterans. You can check
out this program by coming in as my student on a temporary pass. To join Janet at the Zoo,
email mstgarden@yahoo.com with the subject line of your email "Help at zoo."

What's Up #88, Page 17
All text plus photos not credited otherwise, ©2010 Janet Macunovich & Steven Nikkila JMaxGarden@aol.com

Finally, our favorite garden fork comes to town!
Owners Laurie Jermont and Lou Mascolo of Gardenviews store in Northville show off their new offerings: A garden spade,
garden fork and hand tools from Clarington Forge, England. Janet displays her own well-worn, indispensable versions. If you're
looking for high quality, versatile tools for a special gardener, stop in at Gardenviews and try these.

We're pleased to help Gardenviews get the word out about these tools, which have never been available locally before now
although they are probably the best such tools in the world. We've been using and recommending these solid forged spades and
forks for 30 years because they are well made, beautifully balanced and extremely strong. They may not be for everyone, but
they're golden for serious gardeners who treasure ease in digging in hard soil and a fork's utility for weeding and dividing among
established perennials.
In 30 years, we've had to replace only two handles. However, we have regularly needed new tools for our crew and as gifts, and
always before we had to buy them by mail. Then, ten years ago we could no longer find the forks at all when a change in the
U.S. hand tool industry saw small tool companies absorbed in larger firms, and special lines like this dropped entirely. (Our
long-time readers may recall Janet's last, agonized cry on this topic during the winter of 2007; see Growing Concerns #832.)
Lou and Laurie are now arranging to add the shears and weeding tools we use to their inventory. They already carry Janet's
choice in gloves by Women's Work. We are not representatives of Gardenviews, Clarington Forge, Women's Work or any other
company, nor were we paid or enticed to write this. It is simply our message as pleased tool users selfishly trying to be sure a
new, local outlet can keep up a good thing.

Heft, swing, balance, power, grace, suppleness, feel against the skin,
fit in the hand -- all these are intimate choices that only you can make because they
represent the marriage between you and the tool.
- William Bryant Logan What's Up #88, Page 18
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Invite Janet or Steven or their expert friends to your club or community.
We go where we're invited! That's taken us all over the country and then some
over the past 20 years. We address many topics, drawing from our list of 100+
talks. We also continue to meet groups' needs and expand
our horizons by developing new material.
So, whether it's...
• a how-to lesson for a garden club meeting,
• a hands-on workshop at a site of your choosing or
• a multi-part class for a small group,
...we're game!
We can also connect you to one or a whole line-up of other
experts who know how to explain how-to. So give us a call
or send an email to make a date, request our list of classes
and talks or get a referral. JMaxGarden@aol.com or 248681-7850. Our calendars fill about a year in advance for
spring weekends, and six months ahead for most other weekends and
evenings. So give us some lead time. Then we can meet you in your garden.
Steven Nikkila and Janet Macunovich have been digging, shooting and teaching how-to for 22 years. They began producing
educational events in the early '90s and then ran a gardening school for 12 years, featuring expert instructors who knew their
stuff in the garden as well as knowing how to get their messages across in front of a group.

Time to garden your walls...
Steven's decorated many walls with
great garden images. He can help you
do the same with photos that capture
garden beauty and stories you love.
Any of Steven's images from What's
Coming Up, such as these pumpkins
and mums, can be made just for your
wall. Or you can describe a flower or
type of scene you'd like.
If you have an image in mind, you can
describe it, then Steven will assemble
a customized photo sampler for you.
Email us at JMaxGarden@aol.com for
details, to request a sampler or to
place an order.
There is so much clear detail in these images that they can be enlarged to several feet square and
still be crystal clear. So prices depend on your choices in format and size. For example:
An 8 x 10" image matted in an 11 x 14.5" frame
A 36 x 48' image on museum-grade cloth*

$48.00
$215.00

*Janet's favorite: "I can change our
display by just rolling up one photo
tapestry and unrolling another."
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You asked for our advice "on paper". We wrote and sell these books plus CDs:
Designing Your Gardens and Landscape
First published in 1990 as Easy Garden Design, a 150-page step-by-step recipe that's become a design classic. Janet developed, uses and has
trained thousands of others to use this process. People say: "This is exactly the simple, clear approach I need!" This design process is
applicable world-wide.

Soft cover, spiral bound. B&W illustrations by Janet. $19.00
Caring for Perennials
Janet's unique approach to perennial care how-to, the real-time story of one bed from early spring to season's end. The
180 engaging and fact-filled pages make you part of all Janet does and you might ever need to do in each task's
appropriate season and sequence. Includes a chart of what to do, when for 70 top perennials. Advice in this book is
applicable in all of temperate U.S. and Canada. The perennial chart includes a key to adapt its timing for far southern
or northern edges of that range.

Soft cover book. Color illustrations by Steven Nikkila. $20.00
Asking About Asters CD.
A digital library of six years of Janet's work: weekly columns, newsletters and over 200 extra Q&A letters to individual
gardeners. 1,681 questions answered about soil preparation, fertilizing, pruning, design, choosing plants, foiling bugs and
much more. No repeated topics. Fully indexed; the entire collection can be searched from this one file.

1 CD in jewel case, Windows- and Mac compatible. $20.00
Potting Up Perennials CD. New for 2010
A digital collection of 2009's What's Coming Up: 52 issues, over 750 pages with more than 150 articles, 500 images and
250 quick-look lists and reports. Includes a comprehensive index of this collection plus Janet's previously-released digital
library, Asking About Asters. If you own both Potting Up Perennials and Asking about Asters you can search all the What's
Coming Up newsletters plus six years of Growing Concerns columns and books from this new index.
Bonus on this CD: Steven Nikkila's Daydream Screen Saver, 74 of his most vivid works from gardens and nature.

1 CD in jewel case, Windows- and Mac compatible. $15.00
Janet's complete digital library New for 2010
Set of two CDs: Asking About Asters and Potting Up Perennials. $30.00
Janet and Steven give you: Trees. New for 2010*
A choice collection of Janet and Steven's advice for tree selection, planting and care. Each article made its debut in
Michigan Gardener magazine and has been on hold since, awaiting completion of its fellows until this
comprehensive compilation became possible. Topics include: Selecting trees; fall color; what's happening to ash
trees; replacing a big tree; descriptions, lists and photos of great trees; why starting small is a good idea when
planting; planting how-to, why's and why not's; staking, watering and fertilizing; mulching; rescuing a tree from the
lawn; preventing construction damage; pruning to keep trees and shrubs small; removing suckers; detecting girdling
roots; and dealing with maple tar spot and lecanium scale.

10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00

New for 2010*Janet and Steven give you: Landscape Ideas.
Janet and Steven's favorite articles on landscape design and renovation: Designing with foliage color; covering up
after the bulb season; doubling up perennials for 3-season color; shady solutions; using usual plants in unusual
ways; designing hypo-allergenic gardens; Murphy's Laws applied to gardens; renovation how-to; fragrant plants and
designs; attracting wildlife; rockwork; invasive plants; discovering a site's hidden assets; using herbs in a landscape;
and how to cheat to improve a garden quickly. These articles appeared first in Michigan Gardener magazine
individually between 1999 and 2010. Now they're collected in this set for your design library.

10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00
Janet and Steven give you: Garden Care. New for 2010*
Vital how-to for tending a garden, from Janet and Steven's favorite articles on: bed preparation; soil testing; making
a weed-free bed; spring start-up; improving hard-packed soil; fertilizing; watering; cutting back and deadheading;
repairing irrigation; drought-tolerant plants; sharpening tools; tweaking in summer; staking; and the art of fall
garden clean up. Items in this collection were selected from among Janet and Steven's ten years of Michigan
Gardener articles. Each made its debut in that magazine, waited for its companion pieces and now they all join your
library in this more durable and comprehensive form.

10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00
Janet and Steven give you: Trees, Landscape Ideas and Garden Care New for 2010*
Set of three 10" x 13" magazines, 48 pages each. $30.00

*For a look inside, email JMaxGarden@aol.com with the subject line "Magazine peek."
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Please print, complete and mail this order form with your check to purchase any of our
CDs, journals, books or discount sets:
Your name:
Mailing address
Email or phone where we may reach you if there are questions:
Special instructions (re: autograph you would like or delivery to different locations):
CDs
Asking About Asters Special Edition 6-book CD
qty._____ @ $20.00 ea. =$________
Potting Up Perennials CD
with Steven Nikkila's Daydream screen saver
qty._____ @ $15.00 ea. =$________
Books
Designing Your Gardens and Landscapes
qty._____ @ $19.00 each =$________
Caring for Perennials
qty._____ @ $20.00 each =$________
Magazines: 48-pages of our articles on one topic; full color, oversized pages, soft cover
Janet and Steven give you: Trees
qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________
Janet and Steven give you: Landscape Ideas
qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________
Janet and Steven give you: Garden Care
qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________
Special discount sets: (save up to $6 over individual prices)
Trees, Landscape Ideas and Garden Care
qty._____ set @ $30.00 = ________
Asking About Asters CD and Potting Up Perennials CD
qty._____ set @ $30.00 =________
Still FREE:
Our What's
Coming Up
e-newsletter.
Pages and pages
of timely
garden how-to
every week!

Email JMaxGarden@aol.com to
join the mailing list.
Shipping and handling
1-3 CDs
$4
1-3 journals $6
Each book
$4
Larger orders: Inquire via email
to JMaxGarden@aol.com
Outside U.S.: Compute shipping
as above, then multiply x 1.5

Total your order
A. Total of items ordered above

$________

B. Michigan residents must add 6% sales tax

$________

C. Shipping and handling (See below)

$________

D. Grand total A+B+C

Total enclosed $________

Make foreign checks "payable in U.S. funds"

Make checks payable to Janet Macunovich.
Mail to 120 Lorberta, Waterford, MI 48328-3041
Satisfaction guaranteed: If you are not thoroughly delighted, you may
return your order within thirty days of receipt for a full refund of your
purchase price minus any shipping and handling.
We accept orders by mail with check or money order, and in-person
orders any time you come to one of our educational events or hands-on
gardening session.
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