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What's Coming Up: 
Janet Macunovich and Steven Nikkila answer your 
growing concerns 
Issue 109, September 1, 2010 
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The base of a tree may seem its sturdiest part but it's more vulnerable to fall freeze than any other above ground part, especially 

when deprived of companion trees during lot clearing. The outstretched limb of a tree, even bare of leaves, moderates the air 

temperature below, so plants under trees suffer less from big swings in temperature such as described on page 2. Also, 
overhanging trees cause fall to come later to the understory (page 5). Both facts are important to those tending treed lots. 

For help with creating, preserving, or improving your woodland garden, join us for Gardening a Wooded Lot. Attend one or 

both days, even receive a personal review of your planting plan by the instructors. (Page 15.) 

 

 

Forsooth, Forsythia you're a comeback artist! 

 
I cut a Forsythia back to the ground in the spring and you were right (my yard man was 
wrong!) that it would come back all new. But it grew back very fast and now it's still too 
big for the spot I have it in. Can I cut it back hard now, or when and how far? -. M.M. - 
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If you cut a woody plant to the ground in April and it comes back so big that you can't stand 
letting it be that way until the next spring, go ahead and cut it back a second time, whenever 
and however hard you like. Understand that a hard cut in fall might be lethal. Yet, if you cut in 
fall and the shrub does die, don't cry. You've just eliminated a plant unable to toe your line. 
 
That's the scoop to keep you on track, size-wise, but it isn't the whole story if you also want 
flowers. For good bloom from a spring-flowering species, you should finish the year's cutting 
by early July. 
 
About hard cuts in fall. If you cut hard when potential killing frost is less than two months 
away, new growth may appear which will die over winter. Those new branches may have too 
little time before the growing season ends to mature and then harden -- prepare to withstand 
freeze. For the plant it can be a net loss, when it uses starch reserves to produce leaves and 
branches that don't last long enough to repay the bank. That may kill a young or weak plant. It 
can also be hard on species that don't normally do much suckering, since it wastes their 
scarcely-produced dormant buds. 
 
A healthy Forsythia suckers readily -- it can be cut to the ground every few years and still 
thrive for decades. Yours sounds pretty vigorous so it may rebound well even if cut hard twice 
in a year. However, if two hard cuts per year becomes routine, the plant's reserves may 
diminish so that it eventually comes back weakly or not at all. 
 
An alternative to two hard cuts, and one that a spring-bloomer can take without losing bloom, 
is to cut hard once a year in late winter or very early spring and then, while new growth is soft, 
shear once or twice afterward. Clipping that removes branch tips will "pinch" -- make those 
branches shorter, with more side branches. It also changes the plant's outline from loose and 
flowing to more dense and stiff. It's up to you to decide whether that's an acceptable trade-off. 

 
We cut this Forsythia to 2-inch stubs in early April. It was coming back strong by May 18 (left) so we pinched it -- just clipped 

the branch tips. On June 30 (right) it's bigger but not as big as it would have been without pinching. It also has more side 

branches than it would have had if left untouched in May. We pinched it again on June 30, removing about a foot from each 

branch that extended beyond the general outline. This let us control the size while allowing all remaining branches the rest of 

the summer to form flower buds. If we had let it grow unchecked, decided in late August that, "It's too big," and then cut it 

hard, by then most of the wood that we would cut off would have been sporting flower buds. Subsequent growth would not 

have time to develop to that same point. So the next spring we'd have an acceptably sized shrub with few or no flowers. 
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Here are five Forsythia shrubs in bloom (below, left) and 3 months after being cut to the ground (below, right). How well a 

plant rebounds from such a cut depends on its health, so keep shrubs healthy. At bloom time we noticed one weak shrub, (the 

shortest one, immediately below this note) and found on it the twig-distorting growths that come from bacterial infection 

(crown gall, Agrobacterium tumefaciens). We sterilized our saw between shrubs in order to avoid spreading that problem. 

 

These Forsythias (left) have plenty of room to grow so 

they can simply be cut back hard every four or five 

years, then allowed to grow -- and bloom -- unchecked. 

These photos were taken at bloom time (above left; April 6), and 
after growing back from a hard cut -- on July 10 (right). 

 
 
Fall moratorium on pruning trees and shrubs 
The closer we come to the end of the growing season -- to frost -- the easier we go in pruning 
woody plants. We might administer a light trim but postpone deep cuts and serious thinning 
until a winter thaw or the next spring. That's because when we cut on a fine fall day in a way 
that leaves what was tender, interior wood to feel the unmitigated brunt of a big drop in 
temperature at sunset, branches may die. (See Plants ease into winter hardiness on page 4.) At the 
least, branch die-back means more work for us, as we must cut the plant again in spring to 
remove the cluttering dead wood. It also means the plant may end up smaller or less well 
shaped than we wanted it to be. At worst, we kill the plant. 
 
Since hard frosts are possible in our area in October, we finished this year's hard cuts several 
weeks ago. Even then, most of those were not so drastic as to the ground, but simply "hard" in 
that we removed more than one-third of the plant's foliage. It's in spring that we feel most 
confident about cuts-to-the-ground. Then, we can enjoy all the vigorous new growth and it can 
have the whole season to mature.  
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Plants ease into winter hardiness 
A woody plant's hardening-off starts at its tips, where cells that feel the increasing cold 
gradually acclimate to its effects. Cells harden by adjusting their freezing point. They send 
water from inside the cell to spaces between cells. Then, the remaining, saltier cell contents are 
less likely to freeze and rupture the cell wall when a fine fall day suddenly meets a frosty night. 
 
Hardened cells "pass the word" to branches below to follow suit. Thus the last part of a woody 
plant to become fully hardy is the base of a trunk or cane. 
 
A severe cut in fall may mean sudden exposure to cold for wood that isn't yet hardened off. 
Hardening takes several days. So inner wood that starts a day sheltered by higher twigs and 
foliage, then is suddenly bared to the sky may be a sitting duck if the temperature drops 
drastically that evening. It would be damaged or die because it had too little time to harden. If a 
plant is cut all the way to the ground, leaving the wood exposed that was furthest from 
hardening, even the dormant buds under its bark may be killed when frost touches it. In many 
cases, the plant's chance to come back dies with those buds.  
 

 

If pruning will be hard, choose plants that 
take it, easily 
 

Some species respond well to repeated clipping. 
They sprout from dormant buds year after year, 
without succumbing to diseases of the wood. 
Species that do this, and are also naturally dense 
and have neat natural forms, earn use as hedge 
plants. Exemplary hedge plants include yew 
(Taxus), boxwood (Buxus), privet (Ligustrum), 
Spiraea, Cotoneaster, holly (Ilex) and burning bush 
(Euonymus alatus, left and below). 
 
Burning bush (Euonymus alatus) is one of those woody species that 

can make a good hedge, in part because it remains healthy even 

when pruned hard regularly. Yet burning bush hedges can be quite 

different in appearance based on the pruner's routine.  

If you cut hard every few years when they become too 

large, but allow them to grow unchecked in the interim, 

dwarf burning bushes are round and full (left). The 

same plants are denser and less flowing in their outline  

(above) if you cut hard every year in early spring, then 

thin the twiggy surface to encourage growth in the 

interior, and shear lightly once or twice each summer if 

new growth is uneven. 
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Ah, now I real-eyes: 
Fall color develops on 
cues from Nature, 
including quick 
temperature changes on 
late fall evenings. Thus 
burning bushes in the 
open (above) may get the 
message and color well, 
while those under 
protective eaves, 
overhanging tree limbs or 
between other bushes (as 
in the left-hand photo, 
previous page), may not 
develop much red. 

 

 

Of course, a shrub doesn't have to be pruned at all, or can be clipped only to accentuate its natural tendencies. Above, the full 

sized species burning bush (it's 15' tall vs. the dwarf's potential 10') can simply have lower limbs removed to become small 

trees. 

 
 

Espalier: Not always up against the wall 

 
You wrote about espalier and showed a redbud tree and a yew. But the tree wasn't grown 
on a wall and the yew didn't look  like it was attached to the wall. Doesn't it have to be 
attached to a wall to be an espalier? - K.N. - 
 
 
Espalier means, simply, to grow a plant flat. Espalier trees and shrubs have height and width 
but very little depth. Although one of the original ideas that made espalier catch on was that 
fruit  
trees could thus be grown in very little space and take advantage of the warmth of a wall in an 

iffy climate, the wall is not essential to the 
technique. Where space is limited but walls 
are not part of the equation, trees can be 
and are grown espalier in the open. The 
guide wires and posts involved are similar 
to those used for supporting grape vines. 
 
In issue #107 we featured our favorite espaliered yew. 

Here's another we trained to decorate a wall, without 

attaching it to that wall. (We thought about placing some 

hooks just for training purposes but the painter informed 

us, "You want that wall maintained, keep that bush off of 
it!") It's an espalier if it's flat, regardless of attachment. 
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Below: Espalier means to grow flat. No wall required. The espaliers along the walkway at the Royal Botanical Gardens, 

Burlington, Ontario, are  the wall between walker and garden. Fruit trees, sturdy vines, and ornamental trees including 

Magnolia are grown flat there. 

 

Bottom: In Harlem, Netherlands, we admired these espaliered hornbeam trees. They are being trained flat along wire guides, 

increasing the height of the vine-covered wall without taking up precious space in the tiny space the wall encloses. 

 

 

Topiary: The practice of training and trimming trees and shrubs into unnatural shapes. 
Includes espalier (pruning to be flat) and within espalier, its specific patterns such as cordon, 
fan, wall shrub and pyramid. 
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This week in Janet's garden 
Grow with me! This week: 
 
Check new plants' performances to 
decide which of the species and 
varieties we've just tried for the first 
time are most promising. In most 
cases we planted several of each new 
species, in different environments so 
we might recognize site-dependent 
traits. If we forget to check up on 
them while the growing season is still 
going strong, it may be a year before 
we the chance again. Sometimes, if 
one or some of a set of a test 
perennials falters, it may die over 
winter. If we don't see its condition 
now we may not be able to determine 
if its absence next year is because it 
lacks hardiness or was simply too 
weak in fall to achieve its full 
potential in hardiness. 
 
Above: A new plant we've decided is a keeper is an 18" tall, August-September blooming gentian, Gentiana Makinoi 'Marsha.' 

She seems to do best in a rich soil (but a sandy loam rather than clay) and full sun, but still worth having in half sun. These 

came from Sunny Border Nursery in Connecticut, a wholesaler that supplies many local garden centers. Ask for it at your 

garden center so they will recognize the name and might include it when deciding what to order for 2011. 

 

********************** 
Review other trials. This year we were forced during one period to use soilless potting mix 
with fertilizer already added. (Grr. We've written before about this expensive and misleading 
"improvement." It's worrisome to us that garden centers are carrying more of these and fewer or 
no fertilizer-free mixes which can be tailored for specific plants less expensively.) 
 
We decided to make 
the best of it. We 
placed three different 
potting mixes in three 
identical planting 
containers and planted 
all with the same 
plants. We followed 
our usual routine to 
mix our preferred 
amount and type of 
water absorbent 
polymers and slow 
release fertilizer into 
two of the containers. 
We left the enhanced     Above: See any differences? 



What's Up #109  Page 8 

All text plus photos not credited otherwise, ©2010 Janet Macunovich & Steven Nikkila JMaxGarden@aol.com 

potting mix as is. It included "season-long" fertilizer and was labeled as being "formulated to 
maintain even moisture." 
 
We didn't tell the gardener which was which, only asked her to treat all the pots the same. 
 
The photo on the previous page was taken three months later. 

None of the planters failed, 

which is saying something 

since they went through one 

of the driest summers in a 
long time (Boston area), 

during which the gardener 

was absent for a week. 

 

The left-hand pot was the 

loser in the growth 

competition, as the plants in it 

were smaller and paler than 

in the other pots. It contains 

the factory-enhanced soilless 

potting mix. 

Both pots containing mixes we 

doctored ourselves produced 

fuller plants. This one, which is 

on the far right in the photo on the 
previous page, was an "all-

organic" soilless mix said to 

harbor more beneficial 

microorganisms. 

 

 

People say, "I garden 

in lieu of therapy,  

but therapy would be 

cheaper!"  

I believe gardening's 

worth the price  

since it's at least as 

effective in curing 

head and heart of 

what ails us.  
- Janet - 
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Note to Steven's relatives: It was my idea, over 
Steven's objections, to put the potting mix and sand in 
his good bread-dough bowls. Buckets, my usual 
conveyance, wouldn't have displayed their contents for 
the photos like these wide, low bowls do. Steven 
permitted me their use only if I included this note: 
The next time he brings you a loaf Grama Jenny's 
nissu bread, if it's gritty, blame me, not him. 

********************** 
Repot our jade tree (Crassula), poor squashed thing, before it girdles itself or bursts the pot. 
Fifteen years in the same pot seems to be about long enough.  
Below: The trunks have no room to grow in this pot. Like a tree trunk wrapped with a  cord, they may girdle themselves. 

 
It started as a 10-inch plant in 
a six-inch pot. We bumped it 
into larger pots several times, 
rooting pieces and adding 
them as additional trunks 
until it moved into the pot 
you see here. 
 
Then, when we could barely 
carry it anymore or fit 
through the door to take it 
outdoors for summer, we quit 
encouraging size. Every four 
or five years we'd prune the 
top back severely and let it 
grow back rather than grow 
out further.  
 

Below: We cut it last winter, removing 

most of the crown.  

Below: Nine months later, it's filled out  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Every year the trunks gain girth. This spring we realized they can't expand any more in that pot. 
Also, the plant itself is unstable -- top heavy for its pot.  
 
So , it's time to repot. 
Above, left: Jade is healthiest with an airy root zone, so a porous pot  

and porous medium are ideal. Here are essential jade-potting materials:  

New, smaller terra cotta pots and equal parts soilless potting mix and  

coarse sand. 
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Note to Janet's nephew: This 
knife trick was hard work. 
Thank you for the new knives. 
They work great! 

Getting it out of that pot was no picnic. 
 
We know to plant into pots with smooth, tapering sides so a root 

ball can slide out. But this root ball refused to budge despite the 

use of a sharp knife, slicing down along every edge not blocked 

by trunk. 

 

"Slid a sharp knife" may sound easy: Phew, it's hard work and 
not do-able but for a very strong knife. 
 
 
So we switched to Plan B: 

Remove the pot. 
 

This special plant's worth more than a new pot. Besides, 

we won't be using a pot this big for any of the jade 

divisions. That would be over-potting, a sure way to 

weaken or even kill a plant, especially one like jade that 

prefers to dry down between waterings. Better to have 

just a little new soil mix around the root ball so roots soon tap it all. 
 

 
(We first bought this jade at the size of 

one of the rooted pieces at left in the 

pot.) 
 
Notice there are no thick roots running 

down the side or around the bottom of 

the pot. A jade develops mostly small, 

fibrous roots. There are thousands of 

them, filling every bit of the free space 

in the potting medium and holding it 

together like glue. 
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Deciding how to divide 
the plant is a matter of 
reading the roots. 
 
If we didn't know what kind of root 

system a jade has, we could 

determine that by looking at a 

sample. For instance, we dig out 

one of the small cuttings we'd 

allowed to take root in the pot 
(right), rinse the soil to bare its 

roots and see what we have. (Far 

right.) We see just a few short, 

thick roots ending in lots of tiny 

ones. That's what the bigger trunks 

have, too. 
 
 
 
 

Straightforward slicing 
into thirds was the 
decision. Each division 
would have its lowest 
layer sliced off or 
loosened and teased 
apart in water, so it will 
fit in a smaller pot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: We cut as if the root ball was a pie, isolating a 

wedge that contained what we most wanted --the two 
thickest trunks.  
 
Right: Two cuts freed that chunk, which has toppled to the 

right foreground. One more cut turned the remainder into 

two reasonable-sized trees. 
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Realizing the truth in a gardening byword. 
 
The byword is: "Cut weak wood hard." It means that if you want 

a plant to produce straight, sturdy new shoots, cut back to a main 

limb. Take out, don't just nip back, spindly branches. For proof, 

compare the husky, straight sprouts that have erupted from the 

thick trunks (left) to the weaker, procumbent shoots that grew 

from thinner branches of the other sections (below, pot on left). 
When we pruned this plant last winter, we hoped for just such 

growth from these trunks, for the most attractive new tree. 

 
 
 
 
Left: After slicing off the bottom layer of each division's root 

ball to shorten the ball, we set each plant into its new pot. The 

pots are the same diameter as the plant's old home, but less tall. 

(Janet set the hammer into this pot to show you how much new 

root space the plant will have.) 

 

Then, we mix sand and soilless potting mix (which is mostly 
peat and shredded bark) to make a half-and-half mixture, and 

wet it slightly. (Above, the bowl of water and one for mixing.) 

Adding it by the handful, we fill all the free space in the pot 

and tamp it down. 
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Back outdoors to root into their new pots. 
How nice that it's a cloudy day, neither 
too hot nor too bright. 
 
Late summer or early fall is a great time to re-pot 

houseplants. These will have cool air and great light for 

a month or two before cold weather forces us to move 

them back to the dim indoors.  
 
Inside a house, light's so low that leaves have very little 

energy to work with. A freshly re-potted plant's energy 

level may be so low that it can grow very few new 
roots. In that case, all the new potting mix in the pot 

would remain root-free. It would dry more slowly after 

watering than the rest of the pot. Those wet spots could 

jeopardize the plant's health, since without very careful 

watering, root tips at the edges of drier, root-filled 

portions would be pressed against soggy soil, die, rot 

and become a source of infection for other roots. 
 
Our jade stays outdoors until the days are very short. 

We pull it indoors whenever the nights threaten to drop 

below 40°F, but set it back out again until even the days 

are too cool. Exposure to the short days and good light 
sets it up to bloom. We enjoy those flowers in 

November and December. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Green thumbs up to the smell of spice that comes indoors with us and lingers long after we 
finish clipping herbs for harvest and cutting back fragrant perennials during garden clean-up. 
The scent of basil and yarrow, Russian sage and mint are with me even in my dreams. 
 
Green thumbs down to burr season, and the dogged stickiness of these seeds. 
 

 

Who's Janet? Who's Steven? 
 
An eternal student of gardening, Janet Macunovich 
embraces the perspectives of Thomas Jefferson, 
who said he was 'an old man but a young gardener' 
as well as philosopher-garden writer Allen Lacy, 
who can 'spend an entire lifetime in one corner of 
one garden and still not know all that's going on 
there'. She aims to keep studying gardening all her 
life, at universities' and botanical gardens' courses, 
in books and at lectures, in hers and others' 
gardens. "It's such a privilege to work in other peoples' gardens," says Macunovich, "where the 
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same plants I grow in my yard show me all the aspects they can take in different situations. 
Some years, I've worked in 100 gardens and never saw the same thing twice. To observe, 
question, research and experiment in gardens, to talk with, learn from and explain what I've 
learned to others, that's better than gold." 
 
An instructor who finds ways to reach every student. Horticultural photographer Steven 
Nikkila earned his degree in Landscape Technology from Oakland Community College in 1989. 
Since then he's helped thousands of people learn about photography, plants and gardens at 
gardening conferences, professional plant societies' symposia, community education 
organizations and botanical gardens. He also served as a senior instructor for The Michigan 
School of Gardening from 1996 to 2008. "I think one of the most important things about both 
teaching and photography is the angle you take. Everything has to make sense and be useful to 
the particular audience. When a Boy Scout troop asked me to help them with tree I.D. and 
photography, I used essentially the same materials I'd put together for the Master Gardener 
program and an Extension Educators' workshop. But it was a whole different class once I 
tailored it for the Scouts' perspective." 
 
Email questions to Janet or Steven at JMaxGarden@aol.com or call 248-681-7850. 
 
 

Where to catch Janet, Steven and friends* in-person: 
 
Saturday, September 11, 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., For the kids: Insect 
Heroes and Villains. Steven gives kids (age 6 and up) the low-
down on garden good insects and bad in this hands-on session. 
Children learn the basics of bugdom and then build their own 
garden hero or villain. At MSU Tollgate Farm Education 
Center, on Meadowbrook Road just north of 12 Mile Road in 
Novi, Michigan. This class is supported by Michigan State 
University Extension. $15 includes bug-building materials. 
Cash or check payable to Steven Nikkila. No registration 
required. Satisfaction guaranteed: Pay as you leave! Cash or 
check payable to Steven Nikkila.  
 
Steven Nikkila brings unique skills to his gardening classes for kids -- he's been a Santa's helper for 20 years. Kids often see 

through to his secret, elfish identity even when he's "out of uniform" and talking about plants and gardens. Hoe-hoe-hoe! 
 
Tuesday, September 14, 6:00 p.m., Continuous Color in the Garden. Janet's in Cement City, 
Michigan sponsored by the Buds and Buddies garden club, who invite you to come hear about 
what to plant and include in your garden design, and then how to manage it so you will have 
more color, every day. At the Cement City Baptist Church, 16788 Cement City Road. Free. Walk 
in! No advance registration necessary. 
 
Monday, September 20, 7:00 p.m., Local Color. At the Birmingham Community House Garden 
Club meeting, Janet paints a picture to help you see the possibilities and then use color in ways 
that are more effective and regionally distinctive. Guests are always welcome to the club's 
meetings, at the Birmingham Community House, 380 South Bates Street in Birmingham, 
Michigan.  
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Monday, September 20, 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., Photography in the Garden, a 3-part workshop  
 Part 2: Saturday, September 25, 8:00 a.m. to noon 
 Part 3: Monday, September 27, 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
This is a triple attraction from Steven Nikkila:  
In session 1: A professional horticultural photographer's simple steps for capturing your own 
garden in pictures, presented in an enchanting photo tour of beautiful gardens plus a critical 
look at what works in a garden from a design perspective..  
In session 2: On-site photography. Use the tips and tricks from session 1 to capture the beauty 
of Tollgate gardens. Framing your shot, setting up "before and after" shots, planning a dramatic 
sequence to show seasonal or year to year differences, using light and shadow to your 
advantage, and correcting for less-than-perfect light or subject matter are all discussed for both 
manual and automatic cameras 
In session 3: You chance to show off your photos from session 2, see those taken by others and 
receive helpful, specific suggestions from Steven. 
All at MSU Tollgate Farm Education Center, on Meadowbrook Road just north of 12 Mile Road 
in Novi, Michigan. This class is supported by Michigan State University Extension. $15 per 
session. Cash or check payable to Steven Nikkila. No advance registration required. Satisfaction 
guaranteed: Pay as you leave each session! 
 
Tuesday, September 21, 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., The Gardener's Eye: Wildlife in your Garden. Steven 
shows you what to plant and how to tend it to provide food and shelter for wildlife. He also 
shows you in beautiful images why encouraging beneficial wildlife is simpler for those who 
have learned to recognize important patterns related to birds, butterflies and small animals. At 
Four Seasons Garden Center in Oak Park, Michigan, 14471 West Eleven Mile Road, between 
Greenfield Road and Coolidge Road. $20. Cash or check payable to Steven Nikkila. No advance 
registration required. Satisfaction guaranteed: Pay as you leave! 
 
Saturday, September 25, Janet's speaking about Four-Season Landscape Design but she's just 
part of an all-day extravaganza hosted by the Alpine Master Gardener Association and the 
Michigan State University Extension. At Marsh Ridge Resort and conference center, Gaylord, 
Michigan. Other speakers that day will teach about daylilies, edible landscapes, and pruning. 
Your registration fee includes luncheon. $45 if you register before September 10; $55 after that 
date. For information and registration forms go to www.amg.com or contact Ruth at 
989.350.7430 or radoss@freeway.net 
 
 

Gardening a Wooded Lot 
October 2 and 3 in Ortonville, Michigan at Hadley Hill Farm, a two-day intensive workshop 
where Janet, Steven and designer Celia Ryker help you who are Gardening a Wooded Lot. 
 
Saturday and Sunday, October 2 and 3, Natural Gardening and the Wooded Lot  
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Sunday, at Hadley Hill Farm, 1344 South 
Hadley road in Ortonville, Michigan (between Detroit and Flint). 
 
In this two-day intensive workshop Janet Macunovich, Steven Nikkila and designer Celia Ryker 
who specializes in natural landscapes and wildlife help you develop a wooded lot in ways that 
edit Nature without upsetting its balance. In the classroom as well as out on a wooded site 
you'll learn about native trees, shrubs, vines, and perennial wildflowers, their advantages and 
how best to use them in your own spaces. You'll consider legal, ethical and practical aspects of  
turning spaces below trees into garden. (More on page 16.) 
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Designer Celia Ryker and Steven Nikkila lead the 

Wooded Lot workshop. Ryker is one of the expert 

instructors Steven and Janet brought to their gardening 

school (1996-2008) and have continued to work with 

in educational events. They are glad to be a speaker at 

your event, or help you bring these others to your 
town. Email for a list of topics and speakers. 

Gardening a Wooded Lot (Continued from page 16.) 
The main topics are: 
• Native Trees & Shrubs of Great Lakes Woods 
• Working with Your Woods: Assessing,   
    modifying and designing wooded spaces 
• Woodland Wildflowers                
 
Register for the full two-day workshop or a 
single day. Every participant will be provided 
with a workbook which is both a collection of 
important facts from the workshop and a step 
by step guide for applying that information to a 
specific wooded lot. Those who participate in 
both days of the workshop may also register to 
submit their workbook plan to the instructors 
for written review and suggestions. 
 
Two-day Gardening a Wooded Lot workshop 
 $195.00 
Two-day workshop plus workbook review 
 $245.00* 
Saturday only (basics and woody plants) 
 $115.00 
Sunday only (design steps and wildflowers)  
 $115.00 
*Register by September 15 to have time to receive and complete 

a pre-class assignment important to your plan development. 

 
For questions, to register or for a detailed brochure about this class and its schedule, contact 
Janet (248-681-7850, JMaxGarden@aol.com) or Celia (248-627-2356, HadleyHillFarm@aol.com) 

 
Much more coming in October and November. Save these dates and watch upcoming issues 
for more details: 
 
Monday, October 4, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. Janet's 
perspective on Transplanting the Picture 
Perfect Garden. At MSU Tollgate Farm and 
Education Center in Novi, Michigan. 
 
Tuesday, October 5, Steven explains and 
illustrates how to improve your Photography 
in the Garden. At Four Seasons Garden 
Center, Oak Park, Michigan. 
 
Thursday, October 7, 6:30 p.m. Janet steps 
you through the Art of Fall Garden Clean-up, 
at Olbrich Botanical Gardens in Madison, 
Wisconsin. 
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Tuesdays, October 12, October 26 and November 2,  6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Janet's three-part How to of 
Basic Landscape Design. At Four Seasons Garden Center in Oak Park, Michigan. 
 
Thursday, October 14, 7:00 p.m. Janet talks about Art in the Garden at the Milford Garden Club 
meeting, Milford, Michigan.  
 
Monday, October 25, 6:00 p.m. Steven helps you achieve 
more Winter Interest in the Garden. At MSU Tollgate Farm 
and Education Center, Novi, Michigan. 
 
 

Time to garden your walls... 
 
Steven's decorated many walls with great garden and 
Nature images. He can help you do the same with photos 
that capture garden beauty and stories you love, framed or 
on canvas. 
 
You can own any of Steven's images from What's Coming 
Up*, or request your dream flower, type of scene or hue. 
His library includes tens of thousands of plants and natural 
images.  
 
Describe your dream image or color to Steven at 
JMaxGarden@aol.com. He'll send you a photo sampler and 
price list. 
 
Pictured here*: Ullapool, Scotland under a summer solstice rainbow and sculpture in a nosegay of creeping forget-me-not 

(Myosotis scorpioides).  

 

*Images in our 

newsletter are 

low- resolution to 
facilitate e-mail. 

Originals are 

much higher 

resolution with 

so much clear 

detail they are 

sharp even when 

printed on wall-

size cloth 

banners. 
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You asked for our advice "on paper". We wrote and sell these books plus CDs: 
Designing Your Gardens and Landscape  
First published in 1990 as Easy Garden Design, a 150-page step-by-step recipe that's become a design classic. Janet 
developed, uses and has trained thousands of others to use this process. People say: "This is exactly the simple, clear 
approach I need!" This design process is applicable world-wide. 

Soft cover, spiral bound. B&W illustrations by Janet. $19.00 

Caring for Perennials  
Janet's unique approach to perennial care how-to, the real-time story of one bed from early spring to 
season's end. The 180 engaging and fact-filled pages make you part of all Janet does and you might 
ever need to do in each task's appropriate season and sequence. Includes a chart of what to do, when 

for 70 top perennials. Advice in this book is applicable in all of temperate U.S. and Canada. The perennial chart includes a 
key to adapt its timing for far southern or northern edges of that range. 

Soft cover book. Color illustrations by Steven Nikkila. $20.00 

Asking About Asters CD.  
A digital library of six years of Janet's work: weekly columns, newsletters and over 200 extra Q&A letters to individual 
gardeners. 1,681 questions answered about soil preparation, fertilizing, pruning, design, choosing plants, foiling bugs and 
much more. No repeated topics. Fully indexed; the entire collection can be searched from this one file. 

1 CD in jewel case, Windows- and Mac compatible. $20.00 

Potting Up Perennials CD.  
A digital collection of 2009's What's Coming Up: 52 issues, over 750 pages with more than 150 articles, 500 images and 
250 quick-look lists and reports. Includes a comprehensive index of this collection plus Janet's previously-released digital 
library, Asking About Asters. If you own both Potting Up Perennials and Asking about Asters you can search all the 
What's Coming Up newsletters plus six years of Growing Concerns columns and books from this new index. 
Bonus on this CD: Steven Nikkila's Daydream Screen Saver, 74 of his most vivid works from gardens and nature. 

1 CD in jewel case, Windows- and Mac compatible. $15.00 

Janet's complete digital library New for 2010 
Set of two CDs: Asking About Asters and Potting Up Perennials. $30.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Trees. New for 2010* 
A choice collection of Janet and Steven's advice for tree selection, planting and care. Each article made its debut in 
Michigan Gardener magazine and has been on hold since, awaiting completion of its fellows until this 
comprehensive compilation became possible. Topics include: Selecting trees; fall color; what's happening to ash 
trees; replacing a big tree; descriptions, lists and photos of great trees; why starting small is a good idea when 
planting; planting how-to, why's and why not's; staking, watering and fertilizing; mulching; rescuing a tree from 
the lawn; preventing construction damage; pruning to keep trees and shrubs small; removing suckers; detecting 
girdling roots; and dealing with maple tar spot and lecanium scale.  
10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00 

New for 2010*Janet and Steven give you: Landscape Ideas. 
Janet and Steven's favorite articles on landscape design and renovation: Designing with foliage color; covering up 
after the bulb season; doubling up perennials for 3-season color; shady solutions; using usual plants in unusual 
ways; designing hypo-allergenic gardens; Murphy's Laws applied to gardens; renovation how-to; fragrant plants and 
designs; attracting wildlife; rockwork; invasive plants; discovering a site's hidden assets; using herbs in a landscape; 
and how to cheat to improve a garden quickly. These articles appeared first in Michigan Gardener magazine 
individually between 1999 and 2010. Now they're collected in this set for your design library. 

10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Garden Care. New for 2010* 
Vital how-to for tending a garden, from Janet and Steven's favorite articles on: bed preparation; soil testing; 
making a weed-free bed; spring start-up; improving hard-packed soil; fertilizing; watering; cutting back and 
deadheading; repairing irrigation; drought-tolerant plants; sharpening tools; tweaking in summer; staking; and the 
art of fall garden clean up. Items in this collection were selected from among Janet and Steven's ten years of 

Michigan Gardener articles. Each made its debut in that magazine, waited for its companion pieces and now they 
all join your library in this more durable and comprehensive form. 

10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Trees, Landscape Ideas and Garden Care New for 2010* 
Set of three 10" x 13" magazines, 48 pages each. $30.00 

*For a look inside, email JMaxGarden@aol.com with the subject line "Magazine peek." 
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Shipping and handling 

1-3 CDs $4 
1-3 Magazines or 1 set of 3   $6 
Each book $4 
Larger orders: Inquire via email 

     to JMaxGarden@aol.com 
Outside U.S.: Compute shipping 
     as above, then multiply x 1.5 

Please print, complete and mail this order form with your check to purchase any of our 
CDs, journals, books or discount sets: 
 
Your name:   

Mailing address   

   

Email or phone where we may reach you if there are questions:    

Special instructions (re: autograph you would like or delivery to different locations): 
   
 
CDs 

Asking About Asters Special Edition 6-book CD qty._____ @ $20.00 ea. =$________ 
Potting Up Perennials CD  
     with Steven Nikkila's Daydream screen saver qty._____ @ $15.00 ea. =$________ 

Books 

Designing Your Gardens and Landscapes qty._____ @ $19.00 each =$________ 
Caring for Perennials qty._____ @ $20.00 each =$________ 

Magazines: 48-pages of our articles on one topic; full color, oversized pages, soft cover 
Janet and Steven give you: Trees qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 
Janet and Steven give you: Landscape Ideas qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 
Janet and Steven give you: Garden Care qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 

Special discount sets: (save up to $6 over individual prices) 
Trees, Landscape Ideas and Garden Care  qty._____ set @ $30.00 = ________ 
Asking About Asters CD and Potting Up Perennials CD qty._____ set @ $30.00 =________ 

 
Total your order 

A. Total of items ordered above $________ 
 
B. Michigan residents must add 6% sales tax $________ 
 
C. Shipping and handling (See below)  $________ 
 

D. Grand total A+B+C  Total enclosed $________ 
  Make foreign checks "payable in U.S. funds" 
 Make checks payable to Janet Macunovich. 
 Mail to 120 Lorberta, Waterford, MI 48328-3041 
 

 
Satisfaction guaranteed: If you are not thoroughly delighted, you may 

return your order within thirty days of receipt for a full refund of your 

purchase price minus any shipping and handling. 
 
We accept orders by mail with check or money order, and in-person 

orders any time you come to one of our educational events or hands-
on gardening session. 

 

Still FREE: 

Our What's 

Coming Up  
e-newsletter.  
 

Pages and pages  

of timely 

garden how-to 

every week!  
 

Email JMaxGarden@aol.com to 
join the mailing list. 


