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What's Coming Up: 
Janet Macunovich answers your growing concerns 
Issue 54, August 15, 2009 
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Grins and grow-ans to crickets    potential will it be full of bloom right to the tip. 
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Invite Janet to your community,  page 12 we cut, pull and kill more than we grow. 
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Quit the spring cuts to tame the wild quince 

 
R.B. writes, "We have a flowering quince and I do not know how to tame this beast. It sends 
suckers up all around the base... I have been pruning it in a vase-type shape. I am not sure 
whether to prune it back hard everywhere. I have done this in prior years, but am not sure 
whether it promotes suckers coming up from the roots. Is there a way to prevent the suckers?" 
 
 
First, you should know that hardy flowering quinces (Chaenomeles speciosa, C. japonica and their 
hybrids) sucker as a normal thing, forming mounded thickets. Since the easiest way to prune is 
to enhance a natural shape rather than force a plant into a different mold, you may want to re-
think the vase shaped objective. 
 
You should also hold off on spring pruning. It can increase a plant's suckering tendency to be 
cut back hard in spring when Nature in general is in gear to make new shoots. 
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Then, a two-stage pruning strategy usually applies. 
 
First, keep vigorous, best-blooming new wood coming by 
clipping out the oldest canes, up to about a third of the 
stems, in August or September. Cut them off at ground level. 
(Ouch -- this means reaching right into the base of the clump, 
braving the thorny spurs.) This promotes new growth 
without excessive suckering and admits light to help flower 
buds ripen lower on each branch. 
 
Second, unless you're allowing your quince to reach its 
maximum height (even the dwarf forms are bigger than 
people imagine, and the species can reach 10 feet), you'll 
need to shorten all the stems in late winter before flowering 
time. That's because the tips of branches that haven't maxed 
out will not have flower buds, only leaf buds. Left in place 
they form a fringe of green and give the impression that the 
shrub's flowers are buried in its center. You'll cut down to 
leave only wood that's primed to flower, distinguished by 
its stubby side branches and fat flowering buds.  
The intense red-orange or pink of flowering quince (Chaenomeles hybrid) can't 

be matched by any other shrub in the spring landscape. Photo ©2009 Steven 

Nikkila 

 
 

Enchanted by Helleborus, Anemone and Geranium 

 
Jessica says, " I am wondering if you know any sources for 
native and/or decorative wild Geraniums. I saw some at a 
garden show in San Francisco this spring and I am just nuts 
for them but they don't really seem to draw big crowds at the 
popular nurseries. Also getting nutty for Anemone and 
Helleborus if you have any sources for varieties of those." 
 
Those are three great plants to fall for. You can have bloom 
from April through September in a partly shaded garden if 
you select a couple of species and varieties in each genus. 
(Helleborus, Geranium and Anemone are each a genus -- a 
related group of plant species.) 
 
For instance, some kinds of lenten rose (Helleborus x orientalis) 
begin blooming in April and are still looking good June 1 
because the colored bracts behind the true flowers remain 
crisp and colorful long after the seed begins to form -- the way 
a Poinsettia can brighten a room long after Christmas.  
 

This Helleborus' pale pink, speckled bracts are the real show, going on long after  

the lower-key flowers begin to form seed. Photo ©2009 Steven Nikkila 
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As for Geraniums, the lilac flowers of the Midwest native spotted cranesbill (Geranium 
maculatum) are endearing enough to make up for its aggressive seeding around. Its dark-leaf 
variety 'Elizabeth Ann' has been a big hit lately. 
 
There are dozens more Geranium species, which have given rise to dozens more varieties and 
hybrids. Even after three decades of intensive perennial gardening, I keep meeting new ones 
and still haven't met one I don't like. 
 
I'm a sucker for blue flowers so 
'Johnson's Blue' was one of my first 
and remains a favorite. It's a 36-inch 
tall, May blooming hybrid from 
Geranium himalayense. I also like 
dramatic contrast in a flower so June 
blooming G. psilostemon  with its 
pink flowers and deep purple eyes 
was right up my alley. It can reach a 
gangly, lean-on-the-neighbors, 4 feet 
tall. 
 
Closer to the ground, there's bigroot 
perennial geranium (G. 
macrorrhizum). Just about every 
garden I design includes this plant  Bigroot perennial geranium (here, 15" 'Bevan's variety') has been crossed 
or one of its hybrids, not just for the   with many other Geranium species. Every one's a winner. 
pink flowers but because I love their       Photo ©2009 Steven Nikkila 
mounded, fragrant nearly-evergreen  
foliage. When I met another bushy type, bloody cranesbill (G. sanguineum) I not only loved its 
magenta flowers and ground-covering habit, I was transported back in time to a garden I knew 
as a kid. I'd forgotten until then that I'd been given a start of this plant by an elderly gardener 

with the admonition, 'Here, child, you must have a  perennial 
geranium; it  always has a flower or two on it, all summer." 
 
So, spring and early summer could be full of bloom with only 
Helleborus and Geranium. Yet it might include the white spring 
windflower (Anemone sylvestris or A. canadensis). You might 
have 'Robustissima', an A. tomentosa blooming in summer. 
However, the glory usually goes to those Anemones that come 
on when so many other plants are done for the year -- fall 
flowering Japanese anemone (A. hybrida)  and grapeleaf 
anemone (A. vitifolia). Even though most people say "Oh, let it 
spread, I like it!" when these plants begin to send 
underground runners to all sides, I usually stick with the 
double flowered varieties of A. x hybrida, which are more 
likely to behave themselves. 
Double-flowered varieties of Japanese anemone ('Margarete' and 'Party Dress' in 

the pink range, 'Whirlwind' in white) tend to be more sedate than the species, 

which can spread wide and rapidly in loose soil. 30- to 60 inches tall, most of that 

height in flower stalks, they will grow in sun or shade, but bloom their best and 

longest where they have sun that yields to shade during the hottest part of the day. 

They fare best in rich, well drained soil.   Photo ©2009 Steven Nikkila 
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Where to get them? I can't speak for "big box" stores and department stores' garden 
departments but can say that just about every garden center I've shopped in five States this year 
has had at least two of those three types of plants, Most have had numerous kinds of Geranium 
and Anemone. 
 
So my advice to you is to call ahead to a garden center -- a retail store that specializes in plants -
- and simply ask what's in stock. If pronouncing plant names correctly is a worry to you, just 
type them out and send an email from the garden center's website. If you're garden center 
deprived, check out ArrowheadAlpines.com to mail-order a great line-up of this holy trio. 
 
 

Should we trade up to a lead-free hose? 

 
Susan wrote to say, "One of the topics that I would like to see you explore in your newsletter is 
safe garden hoses. I use the garden hose to fill up my bird bath and to water, obviously, when 
it's dry. It's my understanding that many leach lead. In doing some brief research, this is what I 
found:" 
 
"A lead-free garden hose is typically made from medical-grade vinyl with nickel-plated fittings. 
The hoses are often white with a thin blue stripe, and are commonly sold in marine and 
recreational vehicle (RV) stores. An RV lead-free garden hose can also come in a beige color 
with blue stripe, to match the beige paint of many RVs. Although sold for RV and marine use, 
these hoses serves as a great lead-free garden hoses." 
 
"A few leading brands of lead-free garden hoses, marked safe for drinking are: Teknor 
Neverkink RV and Marine Hose - Non Toxic, Swan Marine/Camper, and Better Homes and 
Gardens Kink-free hoses." 
 
 
You raise a valid point, Susan. Lead can leach into the water in a hose from its pvc plastic and 
brass fittings. Temperature and time play a part, as does hose composition. Tests conducted by 
Consumer Reports* showed some garden hoses leached enough lead when they had water 
standing in them for 20 hours that their outflow had 100 times the level of lead allowed in 
drinking water. 
 
Hoses that are labeled as potable water hoses (those you mention, Susan, and others like them 
sold at boat- and camper outfitting stores) leach less lead because they're made with 
polyurethane plastic and have nickel-plating on their metal parts to keep water from coming 
into contact with lead in those fittings. 
 
However, lead may not be the main thing to worry about when you drink from a hose and 
using a potable water hose can't protect you from the other hazards. It would take a lot more 
lead than would leach from even the worst garden hose to cause an acute (sudden) lead 
poisoning, while some of the other hazards can result in immediate consequences. I'm talking 
about bacteria that can develop in hoses, insects that crawl in and pesticides and chemicals that 
back up into hoses from pools, sprayers and puddles at the open end. 
 
So any time you drink from any hose, flush it first. Consumer Reports advises flushing for "a 
minute or so." The National Institutes of Health recommends the same one minute flush for any 
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tap water, to reduce your exposure to lead.** (Lead free pipes, fixtures and solder weren't 
required in plumbing until 1998 by the Safe Drinking Water Act.) 
 
I understand that lead poisoning is serious business. However, I'll keep drinking from a hose 
when the urge takes me, even if I don't know the composition of the hose. That's because I 
consider it one of the perks of working outdoors that I can occasionally stick my head under a 
hose or take a drink there. 

 

When my face is dirty and I'm hot, you'll find me at the end 

of the hose and happy to be there. Photo ©2009 Steven 

Nikkila 

 

For me, by happy accident, the recommended 
flushing has taken care of itself. 
 
You see, it's water's coldness that's always 
attracted me -- cold that isn't there when the 
hose first comes on. Water has to run from my 
sink tap for 44 seconds before it approaches 
that temperature I call cold. Since most hoses 
sit out in the sun and have to discharge 
heated water even before getting to a kitchen 
tap's starting point, I feel pretty sure the hoses 
I've sipped from have first run for much 
longer than a minute. 
 
Along with flushing, I find reassurance in the 
words of Dr. Elizabeth Whelan, president of 
the American Council on Science and 
Health*** (a 30-year old non-profit 
organization begun by scientists concerned 
that many important public policies related to 
health and the environment did not have a 
sound scientific basis), "...a risk to health 
depends on both the degree of hazard as well 
as the degree of exposure to any potentially 
toxic substance. Brief exposures to trace 

levels of environmental chemicals are extremely unlikely to pose a real health risk." 
*For more, copy this URL to your browser www.consumerreports.org/cro/home-garden/news/drinking-from-a-garden-hose-

505/index.htm?resultPageIndex=1&resultIndex=1&searchTerm=garden%20hoses 

** http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/002473.htm 

*** http://www.acsh.org/press/releases/prop65_120500.html 

 
 

Impasse over hard spots in tomato 

 
I've noticed that some of my tomatoes ("Celebrity") are 100% red inside and others have white 
"connective tissue" when you cut them crosswise. I thought that perhaps it was the variety I 
planted; but I find this on some of the tomatoes I see at the Farmer's Market as well.  Any ideas? 
Sally in Madison, Wisconsin 
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You asked me this 'way last year, Sally. I've seen and wondered about that hard white stuff 
inside tomatoes, too. So ever since you asked I've been quizzing every tomato expert I've come 
across, which has included growers in Maryland, Michigan, Missouri and Ontario. I'm stumped 
-- the only answer I get is "sometimes they do that. It may be variety related." 
 
So now we've come full cycle to tomato-harvest time. Are you growing 'Celebrity' again this 
year, have any of your plants produced fruit with red-and-white innards and if so, can you tell 
me anything more about their growing conditions that may have a bearing? 
 
To all of you reading this: Have you heard, read or deduced anything that might explain why 
tomatoes sometimes do this? Help! 
 
 

Snapping at the bait: What's a turtlehead? 

 
In the last issue you gave a nod to turtlehead. 
What's turtlehead? - D.O. - 
 
 
Turtleheads are perennials in the genus Chelone, 
D.O. They are native in eastern North America. 
Chelone glabra ranges from Newfoundland to 
Georgia and west to Missouri; it's pretty mixed up 
in the trade with C. obliqua and C. lyonii that hail 
from the southeastern U.S. All of them are in the 
snapdragon family. The Michigan native, a sturdy 
3- to 4-footer that spreads by shallow runner to 
form thick colonies, makes its home along streams. 
It occurs in white- and pink flowering forms. It's in 
bloom in late summer when fresh color is so 
welcome. All the species seem happy in both shade 
or sun as long as the soil stays consistently moist. 
 
See how this flower came to be called turtlehead? Pluck an 

individual flower, place thumb and forefinger on the hinges of the 

'jaw", squeeze gently and the bloom will open and shut its mouth, 

much as it dragon cousin does. It's also host to caterpillars of the 

boldly patterned butterfly, the Baltimore Checkerspot. Want to 

learn more about playing host to butterflies? See pages 8 & 9. 

 
 

DIY success with an Amaryllis 

 
My Amaryllis did not bloom this past Christmas. So, I followed the instructions on your CD, 
Volume 1, pages 37 - 38. What a surprise the other day to see a red bud in the back of my 
garden. I had forgotten all about putting the pot in the back of the yard. The plant is doing well 
and is in full bloom today. Other plants in my yard are doing well this summer. Thanks for 
your weekly email. - Marion Harris - 
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What fun, Marion! I'm so glad you could find 
what you needed on my CD. 
 
Now let's see if you can usher the plant into 
dormancy by the beginning of fall. If you can 
manage that, the bulb will be able to fit in its 
requisite nap and be ready to grow again in 
time for a holiday bloom. 
Right: In-garden Amaryllis! Photo ©2009 Marion Harris 

 
 
If you'd like to have over 1,000 of my in-depth 
answers at your fingertips, see page 13 to 
order my 6-book collection on CD. 
 

 
If your blue- or pink hydrangea refuses to bloom, or is just a 

green blob with one or two flowers like this (left), it's time to 

admit that you can't give it what it needs and that you wanted 

more in that space than greenery! 

 

Mophead hydrangea strikes out; 
gardener wants a pinch hitter 

 
About your Grow-ans in the last issue: I have 

several hydrangeas that just won't bloom or have just one blossom -- including an 'Endless 
Summer' plant I had high hopes for. Do you have any suggestions for other shrubs that might 
work as a replacement? In what was all shade until a tree came down recently. I have several 
spirea that do quite well nearby but I'd like more variety. As I get older and busier, I'm trying to 
simplify my gardening. I've replaced lots of annuals with perennials. Now, I want to replace 
the perennials with more flowering shrubs. - C.L. - 
 
 
I don't suppose you're just looking for different big 
green, flowerless blobs to replace those you already 
have... No. You want something with color in August, in 
part shade. That's a tall order. Panicle hydrangea (H. 
paniculata) and rose of sharon (Hibiscus syriacus) are 
pretty much it for large-flowered, relatively coarse items. 
If you have 6 hours of sun and moist ground, the almost-
woody herbaceous hardy hibiscus (Hibiscus moscheutos 
varieties) could serve. 
 
Rose of sharon (Hibiscus syriacus 'Diana'), right, could stand in for a 

hydrangea, but it's 3 times as tall. Photo ©2009 Steven Nikkila 
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Panicle hydrangea is a white blooming 6-8' shrub (behind purple Russian sage; below, left). Hardy Hibiscus (H. moscheutos) 

varieties range from 3 to 7 feet tall and bloom white, pink or red (below, right). Photos 2009 Steven Nikkila 

 
 
However, you 
shouldn't limit 
yourself to 
plants. Keep 
an open mind 
to filling such 
a space with a 
sculpted or 
constructed 
item. A 
beautiful trellis 
can work, even 
without 
climbing vines. 
So can the 
right bench or 
planter. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations on your simplification plan. Shrubs and groundcovers are indeed the way to go 
as lower care replacements for perennials. 
 
 

This week in Janet's garden 
Grow with me! This week I will: 
 
See some gardens. It's that time of year when my own work is caught up but I can be tired of 
what I'm seeing in my own gardens. I like to go looking for new ideas and to see what's looking 
good in others' garden. Opportunities this week include: 
 
Karen Bovio of Specialty Growers (see page 12) is teaching and touring her students through 
Michigan State University's DeLapa Perennial Garden and the Annual Trial Gardens on August 
19 in East Lansing, Michigan. This event's hosted by the Association of Professional Gardeners. 
Those who would like to be there (non-members may attend) can get details from A.P.G. 
president Gail Morrell at thegardener@comcast.net. 
 
The Ypsilanti Garden Club's garden walk is on Saturday, August 22, noon to 5. Tickets are $10 
and available at Mantis, 1145 Michigan Avenue in Ypsilanti, Michigan. For more information, 
contact Judy Habetler at 572-0432. 
 
Brenda Dziedzic, president of the Southeastern Michigan Butterfly Association, is opening her 
Westland, Michigan garden on August 22. You'll be amazed to see how many butterflies an 
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"average" garden can support. You can also learn how to have them all! This is the place to go if 
you love butterflies -- details at www.butterfliesinthegarden.com 
 
********************** 
Keep pruning; the next few weeks are prime time to cut what I want to keep small, from dwarf 
conifers (birdsnest spruce and false cypresses are on my list today) to crabapples and Japanese 
maples.  
 
The time to begin pruning a tree or shrub is when it reaches the desired size. Then, the 
instructions are fairly simple: Look at how much it grew in a year and clip its tallest and widest 
limbs back by that much or more. Then, thin out any overly twiggy growth so that light 
continues to reach the plant's interior to keep new growth coming. 
 
If the plant gets beyond the desired size, it must be clipped back to a smaller size and retrained, 
a process that can take a year or more.  
 
********************** 
Get my bulb orders in. Where in heaven's name has the summer gone, that I read "bulb 
planting" when I flip just one page forward on my calendar? 
 
 

Alone in the Garden? Never! Our mentors will always be with us: 

 
Most of us had a parent, neighbor or other veteran gardener to guide us through our first 
attempts to grow. The gardening advice they gave us may include facts that took many years to 
develop and generations to confirm and tweak. Think how may observant eyes, growing 
seasons and trials went into this line about planting: "Sow peas and beans in the wane of the 
moon; Who soweth them sooner he soweth too soon..."? 
 
Is there such wisdom in your hands now? Want to pay public homage to all those generations 
of effort? Tell me about it. 
 
Here's one Louise Rayburn's submitted. Send yours -- I'll pass along all I can. 
 
My first gardening mentor was a gentleman who lived in Livonia named 

Rudy Fedus. It was February of 1966 and we had been in our brand new 
home for just a year. I knew very little about gardening and our yard was 

bare except for new grass and shrubs. Rudy taught a gardening class at 

our local high school, and he was a very good teacher. One of the most 

important things he taught us was to learn and use the correct botanical 
name for plants, because it is the universal language for all gardeners. Of 

course, I still use the common names also, but always try to learn (and 

remember!) the botanical names. A great surprise for the class was that in 

the early spring, each class night he brought in bushel baskets of his plants 

to share with class members. It was quite exciting for me, since I had not 
yet acquired any perennials. 
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Scrabbling in the garden: To make soil first rate, flocculate 
 
We gardeners earn admiring murmurs when we display our garden's produce in vases and on 
plates. Why don't we stir up a bit of that admiration by tossing a nifty horticultural term or two 
on the table during the next Scrabble game? For instance: 
 
Flocculate: verb, to cause to aggregate into small lumps or loose clusters. In gardening, when 
mineral grains such as sand, silt and clay mix with humus and the excretions of soil 
microorganisms called microbial glue, they flocculate to form airy, moist crumbly soil. 
 
 

The 45mph garden 
 
You can put a gardener behind the wheel but you can't take the flowers out of his eyes. Look at 
what's catching driver's eyes and raising questions this week. 
 

Gardeners who know it as an invasive trouble 
maker often discovered its nature the hard way 
and trace their downfall to a day in July or 
August when trumpet vine (Campsis radicans) 
blooms caught their eye. 
 
Yes, it's an eye-catcher and the hummingbirds 
do love it. Yet it may not bloom well for you -- 
those you see 
flowering in 
your 
neighborhood 
may be matched 
or even 
outnumbered by 
other trumpet 

vines in the area which you overlook because they have no 
blooms. (Failure to blossom can be due to lack of sufficient heat 
reaching the developing wood.) Also, it may spread 
underground to claim an entire property.  
It may sound like a joke when I say it, but this may be the best way to grow trumpet 

vine -- above, with pavement or mowed turf for 20 feet in all direction. There, the 

gardener has a chance to control the suckers and the vine's branches get lots of sun 

and reflected heat as they develop each spring. Photos ©2009 Steven Nikkila 

 
 

Wrap-up with Grins and Grow-ans that turn our green thumbs up or down 
 
Grins: To the sound of crickets and cicadas. Summer never reaches its height without them. 
 
Grow-ans: To new pruning tools, mid-season when one's hands are accustomed to putting 
extra pressure on worn blades. It's a sure bet that one of the next things I'll buy is a box of Band-
aids! 
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Who's Janet? 
 
A gardener who got carried away. Janet Macunovich has been 
known to two generations of neighborhood children as "the lady at 
the flower house, the one with no lawn." Her lifelong interest in 
plants grew to a passion after she spent the summer of 1973 
working in England, where she had the privilege of apprenticing to 
tenth-generation gardeners in a 300 year old garden. By 1981 the 
last of the lawn disappeared from her yard just as her hobby -- 
helping others in their gardens -- grew beyond its bounds into a 
gardening business. Eventually her talent as a writer and speaker 
crossed with her experience in the garden and grew on as books 
(such as "Designing Your Gardens and Landscapes" and "Caring 
for Perennials"), a weekly newspaper column now available by 
email at JMaxGarden@aol.com, a radio talk show and a gardening 
school. Email questions to her at JMaxGarden@aol.com. 
 
 

Where to catch Janet and friends* in-person: 
   *See September 11-12 and "Invite Janet or Steven" on page 12 
 

Garden by Janet - Bring your gloves and tools! for  
Pruning Trees and Shrubs: Keep them small and shapely 
August is prime time for pruning woody plants to keep them small. All around the Detroit, 
Michigan area Janet has appointments with trees and you can attend. Janet covers: How well 
and how long popular landscape plants hold up to pruning, and simple techniques for keeping 
plants within the bounds you set. Free. You must contact Janet for location details. 
Elect one or a combination of these locations: 
• CLOSED (full up!) Monday, August 17,  6:00 p.m. in Livonia. A weeping Japanese maple, 

yews and a dwarf white pine. 
• Thursday, August 20,  6:00 p.m. in Dearborn. An upright juniper being kept in its place and 

flowering shrubs of several types being evaluated to establish when they will begin being 
pruned to remain small. 

• Questions? Or to reserve a spot in these limited-space workshops, call or email Janet: 248-
681-7850 or JMaxGarden@aol.com. Include your name and phone number on the phone 
message or in your email, and make the subject of your email "pruning with Janet." 

 
Saturday, August 22, 8:00 a.m. - noon, "Garden by Janet - Bring your gloves and tools!" At the 
Detroit Zoo, Woodward Avenue at I-696. Your chance to volunteer at the zoo in exchange for 
Janet's hands-on instruction in topic. We'll be designing a new garden space today. To join Janet 
at the zoo, email mstgarden@yahoo.com with the subject line "I'll garden at the Zoo with Janet." 
 
Friday and Saturday, September 11 and 12, Indiana Master Gardener Conference. Janet 
explains What Your Garden Says about You and how to have Eight Months of Color, while Steven 
Nikkila helps you develop your Gardener's Eye for Wildlife and master Photography in the Garden. 
And there is much more in this two-day conference. For more details or to register copy this 
URL to your browser: 
www.michianamastergardeners.com/2009%20State%20Conference/2009%20State%20Conference.htm. 
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About attending Gardens by Janet sessions: 
 
We gardeners are let-me-see, hands-on people and that's how we learn best. In these sessions, I 
offer you that chance to grow. Visit me where I'm working to watch or work with me. 
 
At the gardens I tend through my business, Perennial Favorites: My clients understand my 
enthusiasm for teaching. Some open their gardens to small groups who want to see and practice 
"how to." When the work I'm scheduled to do may be of interest to you, I invite you in. 
 
In the Detroit Zoo Adopt-A-Garden program, I'm a 21-year veteran. Many people have worked 
with me there, some for a day and others for years. We have fun, we learn, we accomplish 
much. To join me at the Zoo, email mstgarden@yahoo.com. Make the subject line of your email 
"I'll help at the zoo with Janet." That email will connect you to my friend Deb Tosch who keeps 
our group's schedule. You'll receive work dates, directions for meeting up with my group at the 
zoo as a temporary helper, plus all you need to sign up officially in case you decide to stay on. 
 
Invite Janet or Steven to your club or community. We go where we're invited and 
that's taken us all over the country and then some over the past 20 years. We address many 
topics, drawing from our list of 100+ talks. 
We also meet groups' needs and expand our 
horizons by developing new material or 
"hybridizing" from what we have. 
 
So, whether it's... 
• a how-to lesson for a garden club,  
• a hands-on workshop or  
• a multi-part class for a small group, 
...we're game!  

We can 
also 
connect 
you to one 
or a whole 
line-up of other experts who know how to explain how-to. So 
give us a call or send an email to make a date, request our list 
of topics or get a referral. JMaxGarden@aol.com or 248-681-
7850. Our calendars fill a year in advance for spring 
weekends, and six months ahead for most other weekends 
and evenings, so give us some lead time. Then we can meet 
you in your garden. 
 

Steven Nikkila and Janet Macunovich (above) have been digging, shooting and 

teaching how-to for 22 years. They began bringing producing conferences in the 

early '90s and then ran a gardening school for 12 years to present instructors who 

knew their stuff in the garden as well as knowing how to get their messages across 

in front of a group. That line-up includes people like Karen Bovio (left) whose 

Specialty Growers nursery produces hundreds of kinds of perennials and whose 

clear, practical explanations have helped thousands of gardeners grow those plants 

on to perfection. Janet and Steve are glad to help you themselves or refer you to 

these others to meet your group's need. Contact them at JMaxGarden@aol.com or 248-681-7850 when you want to set up a 

talk, workshop or class.  Photos ©2009 Sonja Nikkila and ©2009 Steven Nikkila 
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A complete library of Janet's gardening how-to on one CD... just $24. 
 
Is the What's Coming Up newsletter useful to you? Imagine how a whole year of these weekly 
newsletters could help your garden grow. 
 
Now imagine SIX YEARS of the same: 
1,681 gardeners' questions answered, 
with no repeated topics! And picture that 
collection fully indexed and searchable 
by any key word you can type. 
 
That's what you can have on my CD, 
Asking About Asters! 
 
Mac- and Windows compatible. 
 
The price including shipping, is  
just $24 
(Michigan residents include tax,  
total $25.44).                                                        What's on my CD would fill six books plus a 200-page index! 
 
To get your CD, send a check payable to Janet Macunovich,  
to 120 Lorberta, Waterford, MI 48328-3041. 
Include your name and full mailing address. 
 

 


