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Tools: Choices, use and care 
 
I. Choices: Everyday essentials to occasionally vital 

A. Everyday: The Standard Kit 

 Carry this mix to do all routine chores without trips back to tool shed. 

 Spade 

 Digging fork 

 Trowel 

 Weeder 

 Hand pruners 

  Bypass 

  Rotating handle 

  Ratchet 

  Anvil 

 Folding saw: 7" Corona, 10" Corona 

 Metal tine lawn rake: Spring steel or expanding (not telescoping) 

 Large bucket 

 Wheelbarrow 

 Small tarp 

 Hand broom 

 Flexible scoop such as cut-down bleach bottle 

 Pocket honing stone & oil, plastic scraper, scrubber pad & WD-40 oil 

 Lawn mower 

 Edging trimmer/ Weed whip 
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I. (Cont'd.) Choices: Everyday essentials to occasionally vital 

B. Frequently used but not everyday 

 Keep these easy to reach on the lower rack or hooks. Important 3 or more 

times each year. 

 Garden hose 

 Watering can or shower head attachment for hose 

 Loppers 

 Pole pruner 

 Digging shovel 

 Garden rake / Bow rake 

 Scoop shovel 

 Mulch fork 

  Push broom 

 Drain spade 

 Hedge shears 

 Spray bottle 

 Utility knife (such as hooked blade carpet knife) 

 Heavy duty scissors or snips 

 Long handle hoe 

  Scuffle-, draw-, wing-blade hoes 

 Hand claw 

 Leaf rake 
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I. (Cont'd.) Choices: Everyday essentials to occasionally vital 

C. Nice to have for the occasional use 

 Ball cart 

 Trug / Harvesting basket 

 Hammer, metal rod 

 Wood chisel 

 Axe 

 Pick / pick-axe / mattock 

 Tamper 

 Long level 

 Orchard ladder 

 Landscape rake 

 Flat bastard file 

 Whirlygig seed spreader 

 Blower 

 Battery chain saw 

 Battery hedge shear 

 Tiller 

 Chipper/Shredder 

 Electric grinder 
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II. Deciding between makes and models 

A. **Balance, weight 

  Hold in your hand before buying 

  Consider quality children's tools 

 

B. Metals:  

  Stainless steel not often worth the extra weight 

  Vs. plastic for less weight, less damage to decking 

 

C. Joinery: Digging tools are levers, look for strength in the fulcrum. 

 

D. Handles: Composites often heavier than wood, unnecessary for many. 

 

E. Ergonomics: Whenever you can, choose to be able to: 

  Wheel rather than carry,  

  pad grips,  

  hold with thumb & wrist in neutral position,  

  switch hands, switch feet. 

 

F. Safety 
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III. Caring for your tools 

A. Routine cleaning. Scrapers & oil. Soil that sticks is wet soil, causes rust. 

 

B. Sharpening. So many of our tools are blades of varying size & complexity. 

 

C. Disinfecting: 10% bleach, peroxide, rubbing alcohol 

 

D. Handle care and repair: Stiff brush, sand paper, linseed oil 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A.M. Leonard Co. https://www.amleo.com/ folding saws and much more 
 1-800-543-8955, 241 Fox Dr. P.O. Box 816, Piqua OH 45356 

Clarington Forge, Bulldog forged spade, fork, others  
 https://www.claringtonforge.com/  1-800-356-2196 
Fiskars, pruning tools  https://www.fiskars.com/en-us 
Ace Hardware stores  pocket honing stone, expanding lawn rake
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Clean & Sharpen your Hand Pruners 
You’ll be amazed at the difference it makes (Please: Be careful of your fingers!) 
Steven Nikkila & Janet Macunovich     www.GardenAtoZ.com 
 
What you need 
Lubricating oil: WD-40 is good, Scotch-brite pad or steel wool, Rag, Small 
screwdriver (sometimes), Pocket honing stone, Honing oil, Elbow grease, 
(Bandages? Be careful!) 
AND.... 
your pruners 
 
Simple steps: 
Clean the blade, Clean the spring/mechanism, Sharpen the outer edge of the 
blade 
 
First clean the metal parts. Oil will help. Coat the metal with WD-40 
Now use the Scotch-brite pad or steel wool to clean the metal surfaces 
 
This is where the elbow grease comes in to play. 
Work at it! Add more oil as needed. It’s hardened sap and rust you’re removing 
that build-up causes friction (harder for you to cut!) and keeps the blades from 
meeting (tears the branches). 
 
Sometimes we resort to turpentine. 
Clean all surfaces. You CAN get it off. 
 
You do NOT want to sharpen a dirty, rusty edge 
because dirt will scratch the blade. Meanwhile, 
tiny bits of rust will be dragged out and pressed 
into the new edge, “seeding” more rust 
 
Phew! That’s the inside edge of the blade cleaned. 
Now flip the pruners to clean the outside edge. 
Same procedure: Oil and scour. 
 
The oil is softening all that crud but it may still be tough to clean it out of all the 
crevices. A screwdriver tip may help, to press the scouring pad into tight places. 
 
Another spot to clean before we sharpen the blade: Clean the spring area. 
Same deal: Oil, scrub, wipe. 
Ugh, what a lot of gunk, all of it creating drag -- wear and tear on YOUR muscles. 
 
Normally, it isn’t necessary to disassemble pruners. But if they’re very bad.....! 
If you take them apart, re-set the tension when you put them back together. 
This step differs for each pruner model. 
 
 

Wow! Hard to believe they 
ARE the same pruners you 
started with! 
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Now wipe them off and you’re ready to sharpen! 
 
Stop looking at the inside surface of the blade. 
Close pruners. Surface you can still see is outside. 
Don’t ever sharpen the inside of the blade. 
Doing that would remove metal there, creating a 
gap between the cutting blade and the jaw. 
 
You want a clean cut. 
Blades that don’t meet mangle rather than cut. A 
bad cut (above) will take longer to close over and 
be prone to fungal and insect trouble. 
 
Sharpen only the beveled edge 
It’s the outer surface of the blade. 
When this blade was dirty its beveled edge was quite visible 
 
It has lots of nicks and dull spots. When you sharpen, you smooth those out. 
That will mean less friction for less work and a better cut. 
 
Put some honing oil on your stone 
The oil soaks in. Tiny bits of metal that come off as you hone will float away in an 
oil film. 
Now stroke the honing stone firmly along the beveled edge. Stroke in one 
direction, from base to tip. 
We aim for 50 strokes, then check it: If the pruners cut paper, OK! 
 
Finally, hone to remove any burrs on the jaw. Burrs there could scratch the 
cutting blade (we mean the opposing, non-cutting half of the scissor) 
 
Hone only the top, don’t take metal off that inside part where the blade closes 
past the jaw. 
 
Now admire your work! 
 
And be careful of your 
fingers: 
Those cutters will work so 
easily now! 
 
 
You did it! 
 
 
 


