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Weeds: To know them is to beat them 
 

2. What is a weed? 
A. Dictionary definition: 

WEED n : A plant of no value and usu. of rank growth; esp: one that tends 
to overgrow or choke out more desirable plants. 

B. Gardener's definition: 
Any plant growing where it doesn't belong (even otherwhere "desirable"). 

 
2. Why do we care about weeds? 
 A. They are expensive. 
  1. Millions of dollars spent in agricultural weed control 
  2. Home owners spend millions more. 
 B. Some are physically harmful 
  1. Pollen allergy 
  2. Skin reactions 
 C. They defile and overrun desirable plants and areas 
 
3. We study weeds: 

A. In order to control them (Know your enemy). 
 No different than other plants, reliant on certain light, water, nutrients 
B. Because the presence of particular weeds can tell you about your site. 
 

4. Nomination time: What are your worst weeds? 
 
 
 
5. Identifying weeds 
 A. Annuals (reproduce each year from seed). Such as: 
  - Purslane 
  - Crab Grass 
  - Chickweed 
  - Lady's thumb 
  - Speedwell 
 B. Biennials (reproduce mainly from seed produced in their second year) 
  - Queen Anne's Lace, mullein, burdock 
 C. Perennials (reproduce from seed and roots) 

 Dandelions: From seed but can sprout from root stub. 
 Canada Thistle: From seeds and vigorously via roots. 
  Many thistle species! Sow thistle (Sonchus arvensis)   
  is another perennial; annuals, too such as spiny sow   
  thistle (S. asper). 
 Quack Grass: Seeds and roots. 
 Bindweed: Seeds and roots. 
 Pokeweed (left): Tap rooted stays-put, moves by seeds only. 
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6. Controlling weeds 
 A. An ounce of prevention... 
  1. Mulch: A weed that never gets started is the best kind of weed. 
  2. Dense cover of desirable plants: Basically, a living mulch.  
  3. Water only where needed.  Save money and prevent work later on. 
  4. Avoid disturbing the soil to avoid raising those dormant seeds. 
  5. I.D. & eliminate weed seed & root sources. Include neighbors' weeds. 
  6. Cleanliness: dirty tools and equipment transport weed seeds. 
  7. Recognize weeds' growing seasons. Weed in autumn, earlier in spring. 
 B. Death to the weeds! Tips on the best applications of:  

1. Pulling: Study root pattern. Fork/Loosen area first. Start from densest.  
  2. Cultivation (Hoe Hoe Hoe) or/and repeated mowing. 
  3. Starvation (Smothering). Full growing season. Overlapped paper+mulch. 
  4. Chemical kills. More is not better. Greater leaf surface, greater kill. 
 
7. Featured today from the "Least Wanted" list:  

A. Ten terrible weeds - Lawn 
1. Dandelion 
2. Crab Grass (all kinds) 
3. Quack Grass 
4. Plantain (all kinds) 
5. Chickweed (all kinds) 
6. Ground Ivy 
7. Ox-eye Daisy 
8. Clover 
9. Barnyard Grass 
10. Shepherds Purse 

 
B. Ten tough weeds - Garden Beds 

1. Bindweed (above, right) 
2. Canada thistle (like goldenrod, 
 woods artemisia) 
3. Purslane  
4. Houttuynnia (left) 
5. Pigweed (like ragweed, 
 lambsquarters) 
6. Japanese knotweed/ 
 Mexican bamboo (right) 
7. Dandelion (like pokeweed) 
8. Nutsedge 
9. Quack grass 
10. "The new one" e.g. oxalis, bittercress, radiumweed 

 
C. Weeds to be destroyed no matter where they are 

1. Poison Ivy 
2. Check with your city or township for an official list of Noxious Weeds 
 that homeowners are required to eliminate from their property. 


