
Grow 252 Shady Garden Plan 
Design by GardenAtoZ.org, Janet Macunovich & Steven Nikkila for our reader-friends. 
 
Transforming a garden whose look you like for a different site: Sun to shade 
 
Once a plant combination has been defined in terms of foliage and form, it can be 
"translated" for various sites -- individual plants replaced with others of similar leaf and 
profile that are better suited to the alternate site's growing conditions. Here's our 
translation of the sunny garden  in Grow 252 to fit a shady situation.  
Have a different site yet? By looking for ten plants that match the texture and shape of 
those we’ve described here, you can do a translation of this garden into bog plants, 
annuals, interior plants, and even scale it up in size to shrubs or down in size for a patio 
container. Have fun! 
 
The overall visual concept of this garden: 
The "star" player is coarse-textured. 
Circular gray symbols (2, 3, 4, 5, 7) are plants to make a ferny frame around the star. 
Rectangular gray symbols (6, 8, 9,10) are vertical accent plants. 
Dashed lines indicate positions where more than one of the numbered plant can be 
placed. Alternately, the plant can be allowed to grow for a season or two, then divided to 
fill all of its numbered spaces. 

 
 
 

At the focal point is: 
1 - Rodger's flower (Rodgersia pinnata 
rod-JER-see-ah pin-NAY-tuh), a 24" 
mound of big leaves divided into leaflets 
arranged like spokes, 36" flower stalk 
with a creamy white plume of flowers in June.  
 
 
 
 



Creating a ferny, fine-textured frame: 
2 - Japanese painted fern (Athyrium nipponicum 'Pictum', ah-THEER-ee-um nip-PON-
ih-cum), 15" mound of delicate, sliver- and maroon-frosted fronds. 
3 - Kabitan hosta (Hosta sieboldii 'Kabitan', HAHS-tuh see-BOWL-dee-eye), leaves are 
narrow, wavy-edged, gold with a dark green margin in a 8" mound, lilac flowers dangle 
from 20" flower stalks in August. 
4 - Golden bleeding heart (Corydalis lutea, coh-RID-uh-liss LEW-tee-uh), ferny green 
foliage in a 15" mound, spangled with golden flowers May to July. 
5 - Lavender mist meadow rue (Thalictrum rochebrunianum, tha-LIK-trum rock-brew-
nee-AYnum) 4-5' column of foliage like dangling discs, topped with a cloud of tiny lilac 
flowers in July. 
 
Vertical accents: 
6 - Fall fairy candle or bugbane (Cimicifuga ramosa, sim-ee-SIF-yew-guh rah-MOW-
suh) ferny foliage in a 2-3' mound, topped by late summer with 4-6' flower stalks that 
open to white bottlebrush flowers in September or October. 
7 - Turtlehead (Chelone species, key-LOW-nee), sturdy, no-stake, 36" stems with stiff, 
dark green leaves. Pink flowers like turtles' heads open in spikes in late July to mid-
August. 
8 - Variegated Solomon's seal (Polygonatum odoratum 'Variegatum', poh-lig-oh-NAY-
tum ohdoh-RAY-tum), 18" tall, with white May flowers in paired lines below the arching 
stems. Leaves have a delicate white edge. 
 
Providing flower during critical periods: 
Again, these plants that provided needed flower color are also positioned so their come-
and-go profiles blend smoothly with adjacent columnar plants: 
9 - Toadlily (Tricyrtis hirta, try-SIR-tiss HER-tuh), 30" arching stems bear orchid-like 
lavender flowers in October. 
10 - Blue bush clematis (Clematis heracleifolia, CLEM-ah-tis heh-RAH-clee-ih-FOH-
leeah), 30", needs staking to maintain its columnar shape. Light blue, tube-shaped, 1" 
fragrant flowers open in August. 
 
 
 


