
Focal Points: gems in garden and landscape 
©2021 Janet Macunovich & Steven Nikkila   GardenAtoZ.org 

Focal Points: True gems in garden and landscape 
Step back and look at your yard with fresh eyes. You may be surprised to learn that all 
you need there is focus, whether you already have a great collections or a clean slate. 
Here’s where to draw attention in a yard or garden, why, and how. 
 
1. What’s a focal point? 
 Something that stops the eye. 
 May be a single plant or feature, may be a whole bed. 
 Tall, bright items are naturals but any distinction, even flat space can serve. 
 X’s, corners, midpoints are naturals, too. (Don't bend to random lines’ influence.) 
 Not necessarily unique but positioned and accompanied to stand out. 
 
2. Where should we draw attention? 
 Destinations, whether visual/mental or where feet can follow. 
 
 Near center stage:  
  Setting visual balance, formal, informal. 
  About the Golden Mean, the magical “distance x 0.618.” 
 Away from eyesores. 
 
 To draw the viewer in closer for detail. 
 
3. How to build a focal point: 
 Pick any point! 
  On a clean slate, anywhere with good/potentially good background. 
  In an existing design/ collection, pick a point and clear it. 
 Set a plant/s or feature/s. 
 
 Frame that point or check that it is framed well by existing features. 
  Frame again, until viewer's comfortable field of vision is filled. 
 Review from secondary viewers' locations. 
 
4. Working with multiple focal points: 
 Aim to lead the eye on a pleasant journey. 3 stops often enough. 
 
 Focal points 2 and 3 may be framing focal point 1. 
 
 Three’s are stable. 
  Golden triangle. 
 Look for repetition, unity 
  In color, shape, texture or arrangement 
  Between focal points  
  Between focal points and the greater landscape. 
 Four-seasons of interest can be divided among more areas 
  But do aim for winter effect at each point. 
 

 


